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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CARIBBEAN FIGURES CRiTICAL OF 'MILITARIZATION' BY U.S. 
Barrow Cail for Meeting 
FL152230 Bridgetown CANA in English 1855 GMT 15 Sep 86 


{Text] Bridgetown, 15 Sep (CANA--Barbados is calling for a meeting of the 
controversial Regional Security System (RSS) early next month. 


In a letter to the heads of government of six other RSS member nations, 
Barbados Prime Minister Errol Barrow said that there were a number of mat- 
ters that the Council of Ministers of the RSS should consider. 


Barrow confirmed the island's participation in the security pact and said 
it was willing to continue as headquarters nation. 


He restated his government's objection to proposals for a treaty to govern 
the RSS and said a recent University of West Indies publication quoting RSS 
headquarters as saying a treaty was imminent had been written before he won 
power in May. 


Following is the text of the letter dated 2 September addressed to the prime 
ministers of Dominica, St Lucia, St Vincent and the Grenadines, Antigua and 
Barbuda, Grenada and St Kitts and Nevis, and released by Barrow's office. 


Dear Prime Minister, 


I should like to inform you that the cabinet recently considered the matter 

of the Regional Security System and has decided to use the memorandum of 
understanding signed by the respective governments on the 29th October, 1982, 
as the basis tor collaboration on security and kindred matters between Barbados 
and the Eastern Caribbean countries, 


The main preoccupation of this government is the area of drug abuse control, 
prevention of smuggling, fisheries protection, and maritime training. 


This government therefore has strong reservations over the use of our re- 
sources for militaristic purposes or for the unjustifiable usurpation of the 
sovereignty of our country by alien influences. Consequently, the Government 
of Barbados is not prepared to elevate or upgrade the memorandum to the status 
of a treaty and does not support the proposal that this should be done, 




















Barbados is also willing to continue to host the headquarters of the system, 


As a result of these decision, I have informed the British high commissioner 
and the U.S, charge d'affaires in Barbados that Barbados is willing to parti- 
cipate in the training offered by their governments to the Regional Security 


System, 


I believe there are a number of matters which the Council of Ministers estab- 
lished under the memorandum of understanding should meet to consider and I 
propose that the council be convened at an early date, preferably during the 


second week in October, in St Lucia. 
which wili be after the IMF, World Bank meetings in Washington, 


as to your convenience, 


Sincerely, E, W. Barrow, Prime Minister, 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in Eaglish 8 Sep 86 pl 


[Text ] 


The Puerto Rico-based human | 


rights group, Caribbean Project for 
Justice and Peace, has released a 28- 
ge publication on the United 
tates’ military policy in the region, 
claiming that some Caribbean 
Community (Caricom) states have 
been earmarked as locations for 
factories to produce American 
military equipment. 


‘Some of the countries where the 
plants would be located,’ according 
to the publication, ‘‘would be 
Honduras, Jamaica, Haiti, Trinidad, 
Barbados and Antigua...”’ 

All of these except Honduras and 
Haiti are members of the com- 
munity. 

The publication is entitled ‘Boots, 
Boots, Boots’’ after a song by 
Barbadian calypsonian Mighty 
Gabby (Tony Carter). 

At least 200 copies have been sent 
to the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches (CCC) for its fourth 
general assembly, now taking place 
in Baroados. 

It claims that “another new 
element’ of U.S.  militarisation 
policy in this region, ‘‘one which 
seems to be still in an experimental 
stage, is to lure to the Caribbean 
basin, manufacturers of defence 
components that operate in the 


Rights Group's Claims 


Pacific and in other parts of the 
world, far away from the United 


States.” 


The defence components to be 
manufactured, said the publication, 
included missile systems, electronic 
circuits, engines and other equip 
ment that were said to be ‘“‘1m- 
portant strategically and security. 
wise.”’ 

According to the publication, a 
study of the manufacturing of 
defence components was entrusted 
to the Industry College of the Armed 
Forces in 1984 and it was reported 
that in July 1985, it was almost 
completed. 


The report comes at a time when 
recommendations about a standing 
army for Caricom Governments 
have been shunted aside and some 
Governments have’ expressed 
misgivings about the Regional 
Security System. 

Barbados’ Prime Minister Mr 
Errol Barrow, who voiced some 
concern about the direction in which 
his Caricom colleagues wanted to 
take the RSS, said that he was 
suspicious that the RSS has been 
hatched in Washington. ”’ 

The report also looked at “the 
nature of the Regional Security 
System that the United States is 
implementing in the’ Eastern 
Caribbean.” 


I should like to suggest the 6th October, 


Please advise 


“The first key component of this 
system, it claims, “is the security 
forces that have been trained and 
equipped the Special Service 
Units of Dominica, Grenada. St 
Kitts-Nevis, St. Lucia and St. Vin- 
cent 


“The second component consists 
of the Defence Forces of Antigua 
and Barbados. The Kegional Coast 
Guard is also found at this level, and 
the Jamaica Defence Force has to 
be taken into consideration in view 
of its role in Grenada 

‘However’ added ‘Boots,’ ‘‘this 
integration of Barbados and 
Jamaica into the system 1s still 
somewhat up in the air. The ac- 
tivation mechanism for these two 
components is the’ Reyional 
Cooperation and Security 
Agreement of 1982 ‘as signed in 
Roseau, Dominica, by Barbados and 
some of the countries of the 
Organisation of Eastern Caribbean 
States.” 

The nublication asserted that ‘‘the 
magnitude of the crisis that may 
arise will activate the third com- 
ponent of the system —- the armed 
forces of the United States.” 

The ‘Boots publicauion = ts 
illustrated with photographs, maps 
and charts relating to the US 
military presence and aid in the 
Caribbean. (CANA) 








Church Leaders' Criticism 
FL100625 Bridgetown CANA in English 2333 GMT 9 Sep 86 


[Text] Bridgetown, 9 Sep (CANA)--Caribbean church leaders tonight ended a 
four-day meeting here, expressing concern about militarisation in the region 
and caliing for reforms to the world's financial and economic systems. 


The 4th General Assembly of the Caribbean Conference of Churches (CCC) approved 
resolutions expressing support for the reconstruction effort underway in post- 
Duvalier Haiti and for campaigns to combat growing drug abuse in the region, 


A draft declaration criticised lending institutions for their policies, includ- 
ing high interest rates, and singled out the IMF for mention. 


We deplore the harsh conditions imposed by the IMF which lead to social de- 
privation, said the declaration, There is an urgent need for the reform of 
this and a number of other financial institutions, 


In relation to the present world economic system, the CCC said: We believe 
that all nations, not just a few, are meant by God to share in the riches of 
His creation and that the richer powers should help the poorer to develop,... 


The meeting brought together over 300 delegates from 30 CCC member churches in 
the English, French, Spanish, and Dutch-speaking Caribbean. There are 33 mem- 
ber churches, The general assembly, highest policy-making body of the 13-year- 
old ecumenical grouping, meets every five years, 


The declaration called for the sovereignty of nations to be respected and for 
international trade relations to be governed by justice. 


It expressed support for free, fair, and regular elections as the means for 
choosing z0vernments which, it said, should govern according to democratic 
principles, 


We believe that it is the duty of those who exercise the role of government to 
work for the commun good, not for self-aggrandisement or merely party interests, 


the declaration said, 


We believe that they have the obligation to give special care to the noor and 
the disadvantaged, 


Concern was expressed about the region's high unemployment and a call was made 
for every effort to enhance job opportunities, 


The declaration condemned South Africa's apartheid system, 


The assembly urged dialogue among member churches on the role of women in the 
church, including the controversial question of ordination to the priesthood, 


Newly elected CCC president Rev Richmond Nelson said events which have trans- 
pired since the last general assembly, including the Grenada invasion, seemed 











to threaten the very existen.e of the CCC, but he said the ecumenical group 
is here to stay, The CCC exists for the sake of the Caribbean, he said. 


Anglican Bishop of Barbados Drexel Gomez and Myrtha Leetz-Cyntge, a catholic 
churchwoman from Curacao, will serve as the other two CCC presidents over the 
next five years, 


Support for U.S, 
Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 8 Sep 86 p 1 


[Excerpt] A Barbadian churchman, has said he would not be true to himself or 
the organisation which he represnts if he failed to reiterate that he cannot 
condemn the United States for its liberation of Grenada. 


The Rev Gerry Seale, the acting Executive Secretary of the Barbados Christian 
Council (BXC) ::aid he was unable also to jump on the bandwagon of condemna- 
tion of the Regional Security System (RSS). 


Speaking at an Ecumenical rally sponsored by the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches (CCC), Rev Seale said the American action had liberated Grenada from 
"a gang of armed thugs whose revolution had gone terribly wrong." 


"More especially is this so, when a deafening silence envelops the continuing 
military adventurism of West Indian soldiers in the liberation of Angola," 
Seale told the rally at the National Stadium, 


"Neither am I able to jump on the bandwagon of condemnation poured on the 
Regional Security System as proposed by the Organisation of East Caribbean 
States while being blissfully oblivious to the self-confessed intention of 
Libya to train insurgents for the destabilisation of governments in the 
Caribbean," 


"To fail to adequately and thorough consider all the sides to these issues 
with their various implications is to exhibit a double standard which dims 
the light of the gospel," said the BXC official. 


/9274 
CSO: 3298/001 


4 











INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


CARIBBEAN CHURCH LEADER DENIES LEFTIST, ANTI-U.S. BIAS 


Port-~of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in Ex»glish 14 Sep 86 p 4 


{ Text] 


BRIDGETOWN, Sept. 13, 
Cana - General Secretary of the 
Caribbean Conference of Chur- 
ches (CCC), the Reverend Allan 
Kirton, today defended the CCC 
against criticisms that it was 
anti-American in its outlook, 
and insisted the organisation 
was an independent body with- 
out any political ties. 

Kirton, a Methodist Minister, 
told a news conference that the 
recent General Assembly of the 
CCC held here, offered detrac- 
tors of the organisation, an op- 
portunity to focus their critic- 
isms against it. 

"the CCC is an independent organi- 
sation...the CCC ...is an association of 
churches...the CCC has no affiliation to 
any political party, either locally or any- 
where else,’ Kirton affirmed. 

He insisted that the CCC’s clear "and 
unequivocal commitment”’ is to: 

.The Gospel of Jesus Christ, 

.the promotion of the unity of the peo- 
ples of God in the region, and the move- 
ment towards regional integration. 

"Our goal is for a region and people 
who are self-conscious, who are united, 
who are distinctive, and who celebrate 
their distinctiveness. A region made up 
of nations who are friends of all and 
eriemies of none, except those who are 
clearly subversive of our integnty and 
our sovereignty,’’ Rev. Kurton declared. 

The CCC has come under fire from 
some local commentators who have li- 


kened’ it to a leftist organisation with 
strongly anti-American views. 
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Burt Kirton denied there is any- 
~ anti-American about the 


“The CCC is not anti-American. 
We are pro-Caribbean. We are in- 
tensely and uncompromisingly so. 

‘*...We regret that our host com- 
munity is so polarised that to disag- 
ree with someone is to be anti that 
person. 


Neutrality Not A Virtue 


“We regret further that it ap- 

ars that to take a stance for 
justice, to be drum majors for 
peace, is considered here, and else- 
where in the region, to be commun- 
ist,’’ Kirton declared. 

He added that the CCC has view- 
points on issues, because the gospel 
does not for us portray neutrality 
as a virtue. 

‘‘We have an opinion and we will 








express our opinions clearly, on the 
basis of our understanding of the 
scriptures..."” ; 

He dismissed the doctrinaire posi- 
tions of the Eastern and Western 
blocs as failures, and said that the 
CCC accepted only the doctrine of 
the faith once delivered to the 
saints. 

Kirton declared the ecumenical 
movement in the region alive and 
well, contrary, he said, to the gross 
misrepresentations in the regional 
Press. 

The CCC is here to stay, he insist- 
ed, noting that 30 of the CCC's 33 
members attended the —_—t in 
Barbados, even though, for the first 
time, they had to pay their own 


way. 
He announced that three new 
member churches were admitted to 
the CCC: the United Reform Church 
of Cuba, the United Methodist 
Church of Puerto Rico, and the 
Presbyterian Church of Grenada. 











VENEZUELA, TRINIDAD=-TOBAGO EYE CLOSER RELATIONS 


Methanol Deal 
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Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 4 Sep 86 p l 


[Article by George Harvey] 


[Text] 


OFFICIAL ARRANGEMENTS are 
being made for early discussions for the 
ae pie re Corporation 

to methanol to neighbouring 
Venezuela. 


This was announced yester- . 


day at the end of talks between represen- 
tatives of the governments of Trinidad 
and Tobago and Venezuela. 

It was also stated that a commercial 
Office is to be established within the Ven- 
ezuelan Embassy in Port-of-Spain. 

The dual purpose one-day meeting 
was heli at the NEC offices at Point 
Lisas with External Affairs Minister Er- 
rol Mahavir heading the Trinidad and 
Tobago team which included four Gov- 
ermment Ministers. The Venezuelan 
team was led by Minister and President 
of the Venezuelan Investment Fund 
Hector Hurtado. 

Discussions were a continuation of 
dialogue on matters of mutual economic 
interest and to finalize plans for the up- 
coming visit of Venezuelan President 
Jaime Lusinchi to Trinidad and Tobago. 


He is due on a three-day official visit 
from September 12-14. 

It is anticipated that a Declaration of 
Page for a Partial Scope Agreement for 


the expansion of trade between the two 
countries will be signed by Prime Minis- 
ter George Chambers and President Lu- 


Matters discussed at yesterc ay’s 


meeting included: 
—A proposed general agreement be- 


tween ISCOTT (Iron and Steel Corpora- , 


tion of Trinidad and Tobago) and its 
Venezuelan counterpart involving trade 
and cnoperation in technical, economic 
and ——— matters. 
ad mg of Venezuela buying 

methanol f NEC. 
—Co-operation between the two 
countries in controlling marine oil 
spills. 

—Faciliation and expansion of 
trade and commerce. 

It was noted that ISCOTT was already 


buying sponge iron from Venezuela and 
had also ordered a shipment of iron ore 
while “actively pursuing the purchase of 
other raw materials.” 


Contingency Plan 


An oi] spills agreement should pose no 
problem as the Trinidad and Tobago 
delegation pointed out that this country 
already had a contingency plan along 
with r Caribbean countnes. The two 
countries are also members of an inter- 
national organisation . with the 
issue and “there should be no difficulty in 
concluding bi-lateral arrangement for 
co-operation in this area. 

In his opening statement, Minister 
Mahabir observed that the outstanding 
feature of the relationships between the 
neighbouring countmes had been the 
abililty “to appreciate each other‘s goals 
and aspirations. 


Lusinchi-Chambers Accords 
bort-of-Spain SUNDAY EXPRESS in English 14 Sep 86 p 1 


{Text] Venezuela is to buy some 300,000 tons of Direct Reduced Iron from state- 
owned Iron and Steel Company of Trinidad and Tobago in 1987, at a total cost of 
US$30 million (TT$108 million), 


This is one of the agreements signed yesterday between visiting Venezuelan 
President Jaime Lusinchi, and Prime Minister George Chambers. 


Among other areas covered by the two countries were: 














—The signing of an agreement for industrial collaboration and technical co- 
operation between ISCOTT and its Venezuelan counterpart, SIDOR. 


—-A new and comprehensive fishing agreement, 


--Technical co-operation between the Export Development Corporation of Trini- 
dad and Tobago and Venezuela's Institute of Foreign Trade. 


~-The opening earlier this year of the Trinidad and Tobago consulate in 
Tucupita * 


--The signing and ratification of a visa abolition agreement relating to diplo- 
matic passports, 


Chambers added that there were also plans for; 
--The establishment of a regular passenger/cargo service between both countries. 


--The development of joint ventures between the Shipping Corporation of Trini- 
dad and Tobago and the Venezuela Maritime Enterprise. 


There were also; 


--Undertakings given by the Venezuelans for early discussions between the Na- 
tional Energy Corporation and the Venezuelan State Oil Company, PEDEVESA, for 
the purchase of Methanol from the NEC, 


--A decision to pursue discussions on a double taxation treaty in specific 
areas between both countries, 


-—-The possibility of the construction of naval ships by Venezuela for the 
Trinidad and Tobago Coast Guard. 


—Improved prospects for co-operation in the control of the illicit drug trade 
between both countries, 


Fishing Agreement 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 16 Sep 86 p l 


[Text ] ASENIOR OFFICER in the Venezue- 


lan Cuast Guard not below the rank ot 
Lieutenant will be included in coastal 
patrol missions between Trimidad and 
Tobago and Venezuela in order to mi 
nimise fishing incidents. 


This was disclosed yesterday by this 
country's Ambassador to Venezuela 
Christopher Thomas as he prepared to 
return to his post in Caracas, tollowiny 


the three-day official visit by that coun 
try’s President, Dr Jaime Lusinch 


In an interview, Mr Thomas who 
together with the Permanent Secretary 
in the Munistrv of External Affairs 


Frank Abdulah played mayor behind- 
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the-scenes roles in ensuring the success 
of the historic trip, said it was of im- 
mense value to Trinidad and Tobago. 

On Saturday Prime Minister George 
Chambers and President Lusinch 
signed agreements which cemented the 
growing bond of friendship between both 
countries. 


Not Too Familiar 


Mr Thomas, a career diplomat, ex- 
plained the rationale behind the move: 

“It was found that one of the major 
causes for the incidents on the high seas 
between our fishermen and the Venezu- 
lean coastguardsmen was that they 
were not too familiar with the fishing 
agreement and what it entailed. 

“And they were anxious to do what 
they were paid to do — protect their 
country’s coastline and resources. 

“So it was decided in the fishing agree- 
ment that an officer not lower than the 
rank of a Lieutenant will be on board the 
patrol vessels so that more humane 
treatment would be meted out dumng 
any incident. 

“This I believe is a major breakth- 
rough in the spirit of co-operation be- 
tween neighbouring states.” 

Ambassador Thomas also said that 
another important step in the reduction 
of the fishing hostilities would be 
acheived with the placing of buoys in the 
Soldado area. 


Times Of Distress 


He added: 

“These will show clearly to our fisher 
men the limit to which they can go 

“So one would expect that the only way 
they could end up beyond those buoys 
would be in times of distress and this 1s 
where the usefulness of the senior naval 
officers will come into play 

“They will be familiar with the details 
of the agreement and should be able to 
understand the plight of the fishermen in 
a more humanitanan manner. 

“This 1s not to say that our fishermen 
should do anything illegal and expect to 
escape the consequences.” 

And a further step to cut tension was 
another decision to set up a communica. 


‘tions network between popular Venezu 


lean towns and the Staubles Bay head 
quarters of the Trinidad and Tobago 
Coast Guard. 

“This way there will be immediate 
contact whenever incidents occur and. 
hopefully, through these steps in add) 
tion to conscious efforts by all con 
cerned, we will see a vast change tn the 
present situation. 

“These moves will be implemented in 
time for the start of the next fishing 
season in November.” 

















CONCERN VOICED OVER VENEZUELA-TRINIDAD DRUG LINKS 


Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 11 Sep 86 p 1 


[Text] 


1/9274 
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VENEZUELAN Ambassador in Port of Spain, Maria 
Clemencia Lopez-Jiminez, has said her mission was 
“concerned” about the deep links between Trinidadi- 
an and Venezuelan operators in drug traffic. She said 
her office had information about persons in Trinidad, 
who were suspected of being involved in the racket. 

The ambassador issued a call for positive action in 
this matter. 

The traffic in illicit drugs between Venezuela and 
Trinidad and Tobago is likely to form part of the 
discussions between Venezuelan President, Jaime 
Lusinchi and Prime Minister, George Chambers. 
President Lusinchi arrives in Trinidad by private jet 
tomorrow morning for a three-day official visit. 

Top level sources at the Venezuelan Embassy have 
told the Express Trinidad and Tobago citizens, who 
had been detained for questioning in Venezuela as 
suspected drug runners three weeks ago, had been 
released without charge. 

And police sources in Port of Spain said yesterday 
they had no information about the name or names of 
those persons. They also did not know whether or 
not they returned to Trinidad. 

It was also disclosed yesterday there was no formal 
line of communication or co-operation between Vene- 
zuela and Trinidad and Tobago on the question of 
drug running between the two countries, although 
Venezuelan authorities had identified a Port of Spain 
woman as the “Cocaine Queen” of Trinidad and 
Tobago. 
Following the raid in the Venezuelan town of 
Guiria in which three Trinidadians were among five 
people held in a drug raid by Venezuelan National 
Guards, police in Port of spain said they were aware 
that a name was being in the Venezuelan Press, 
- a i the so-called “Cocaine Queen” in Port of 

pain. 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


LUSINCHI IN TRINIDAD, CITES TIES WITH CARIBBEAN STATES 
Promise of Peaceful Designs 


Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 15 Sep 86 p l 


inhabited this land. There 
is no hegemonic designs 


“I want you to get the ' 
feeling that we in Vene- 





ree-day visit here vester- | 
day. . 


zuela do not have and we 
never had any imperialis- 
tic intentions in the Ca- 
ribbean,” Lusinchi said in 
an address to reporters at 
Piarco International Air- 
port, shortly before his 
departure 


yesterday af- | 


ternoon. 


He said Venezuela’s in- 
terest in the Caribbean 
was one of “genuine 
friendship, totally sincere 
and respectful, framed in 
terms of the man, who has 


Comments on Border Dispute 


Port-of-Spain DAILY EXPRESS in English 16 Sep 86 p 27 


[Text] VENEZUELAN Presi- for him to speculate just 
dent Agung Lusinchi aa it eon og 
descri his country’s e poin e cur- 
long standing border dis. rent close relations be- 
pute with Guyana as “an tween Venezuela and 
historical debacle.” —* — that 

Speaking to the Ex- ‘Mey Suy ou from us 
press during his three- and we buy bauxite from 
day visit to Trinidad and them, — ~ Ve. 
Tobago last weekend,  °Ssence, Guyana and Ve- 

it aad nezuela needed each oth- 
Lasincn said the situa- er, and that much of the 
tion would sort itself out dispute 4 lend in Guye- 
peacefully in due course. ante Bieasmen (essai 
“We are only trying to would be of no value 
correct an injustice of without some kind of co- 
history,” ~ said, adding, operation with Venezue- 
however, that it was not fa. 
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on our part. And there can 
be none in these times.” 
In fact he said Venezue- 
la owed the le of Tri- 
nida@ obago a 
tremendous debt of grat- 
itude in it provided a 
“friendly, pleasant and se- 
cure shelter” for Venezue- 
lans, who had to flee their 
homeland in the past be- 
cause of what he termed 
“political vissicitudes.” 











INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRAZILIAN ANTI-RIOT VEHICLES ALLEGEDLY EXPORTED TO CHILE 
PY221422 Madrid EFE in Spanish 1734 GMT 21 Sep 86 


[Text] Porto Alegre (Brazil), 21 Sep (EFE)--The Movement for Justice and 
Human Rights of Porto Alegre today accused a Brazilian military vehicle 
manufacturer of exporting some 18 tanks via Colombia to the Chilean Government 
of General Augusto Pinochet to be used to repress demonstrations. 


The organization has stated that the Brazilian enterprise “Trucks and 
Agricultural Machineries [Carrocerias e Implementos de Maquinas Agricolas-- 
CIMASA]," located 150 km west of Porto Alegre, has exported anti-riot vehicles 
to the Chilean police. 


Augustino Veit, chairman of the Movement for Justice and Human Rights of 
Brazil, has sent a letter to President Jose Sarney asking him to prevent 
further sales of this type of vehicle to Pinochet's regime. 


Although this denunciation has been denied by CIMASA manager Amir Rockenbauch, 
no explanation whatsoever was given to explain some pictures of a consignment 
of anti-riot tanks manufactured in Brazil being operated by Chilean police 
forces. These tanks are equipped with an electrical system to prevent people 
from getting near, in addition to their powerful water cannons. 


Rockenbauch has stated that his enterprise exported 18 anti-riot water cannons 
to the Colombian Government between May and July 1986. 


According to the newspaper FOLHA DE SAO PAULO, this report is under study by 
the Brazilian Foreign Ministry, although it explained that Brazil, the biggest 
Latin American exporter of weapons, conducts this type of contract without 
demanding the so-called “end users” [given in English] certificate. 


/12913 
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INTER-AMERICAN AFFAIRS 


BRIEFS 





CARIBBEAN AIRPORT SECURITY--Security at the Grantley Adams International Air- 
port and other Caribbean airports will be improved in the not too distant 
future. Bruce Siluk, training and development specialist of the Caribbean Air- 
ports Project (CAP), said that over the past few years airports had become more 
security conscious, He noted from early in the next year courses will be 
scheduled to start training for airport security. Siluk stated it was not 
included in the original CAP programme, but because of the security con- 
sciousness, expertise was sought and will be provided under CAP, An 8-member 
team from Transport Canada, a Canadian government department responsible for 
all aspects of aviation in Canada, is implementing the airport management op- 
eration and maintenance services (AMMS) and crash fire rescue (CFR) components 
of the project. He noted CAP intended to bring the 22 regional airports from 
the 13 Caribbean countries participating up to international standards as set 
by the International Civil Aviation Organisation (ICAO). Most of the countries 
involved are receptive of the programme, but he expressed concern that some 
things expected to be in place were not, but added Barbados was well advanced 
in all aspects; although it did not receive as much funding as other Caribbean 
countries, [Excerpts] [Bridgetown DAILY NATION in English 11 Aug 86 p 24] 
19274 


VENEZUELAN EMBASSY IN ST KITTS--Basseterre, 13 Sep (CANA)--A Venezuelan 
embassy, headed by a Charge d‘Affaires, has been established in St, Kitts 
and Nevis, Charge d‘Affaires Ernesto Gonzales, presenting his letter of 
introduction to Prime Minister Kennedy Simmonds, said a Venezuelan Institute 
for Culture and Co-operation is also soon to be set up in Basseterre, 
Gonzalves, who has been here since the mid-August, said the Institute will 
offer opportunities for exchanging experiences and human resources, through 
cultural and technical assistance and the teaching of Spanish. Simmonds wel- 
comed the Venezuelan Embassy to the federation, describing it as a step in 
the right direction, He gave special praise to the technical assistance the 
missior. will offer, adding that such efforts could help break the language 
barrier between the two nations. [Text] [Port-of-Spain SUNDAY GUARDIAN in 
English 14 Sep 86 p 4] /9274 
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ARGENTINA 


ALFONSIN MAY DISCUSS SOVIET JEWS AT SUMMIT 
PY200309 Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 1717 GMT 19 Sep 86 


[Text] Buenos Aires, 19 Sep (NA)--David Goldberg, president of the Delegation 
of Argentine-Jewish Associations (DAIA), today said that “diplomats connected 
with the trip that President Raul Alfonsin will make to Moscow have not 
rejected the possibility that the issue of Soviet Jews will be discussed at 
the highest levels." 


Goldberg added that he does not know whether President Alfonsin will ask Soviet 
officials to let Jewish families emigrate to Argentina's southern region. 
Goldberg said that “the emigration issue is a very delicate one even at the 
highest international levels." As an example he cited the Reagan-Gorbachev 
summit, saying "there are certain issues that cannot be mentioned." 


According to Goldberg, "Shimon Peres himself has stated that before Israel 
can reestablish diplomatic relations with the Soviet Union, the latter must 
allow those Jews who want to emigrate to do so, even if the Soviet Union does 
not recognize Israel." Goldberg said: "We know that perhaps President 
Alfonsin wants to exemplify the situation of Soviet Jews in his speeches to 
express his support for the respect for human rights, but that is a completely 
different matter." 


/9738 
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ARGENTINA 


ITALIAN MINISTER DISCUSSES INVESTMENT 
PY231503 Buenos Aires DYN in Spanish 1729 GMT 22 Sep 86 


[Text] Buenos Aires, 22 Sep (DYN)--President Raul Alfonsin and Italian 
Foreign Trade Minister Rino Formica today discussed the agreements reached 
within the GATT meeting and the possibilities of Italy making new investments 
in Argentina. 


Alfonsin and Formica today met at the Olivos presidential residence together 
with Roberto Lavagna, the Argentine industry and foreign trade secretary 
and Ludovico Incisa di Camerana, the Italian ambassador to Argentina. 


At the end of the meeting, Formica reported that they discussed “the policies 
upheld by our countries at the GATT meeting which we found to be in agree- 
ment." He added that this same trend “will be followed in the negotiations 
that have been undertaken." 


Formica said that they discussed bilateral issues and the possibility of 
making investments. He added that these investments will be channeied “not 
only in the economic area but also to support the stability and the reasser- 
tion of Argentine democracy which we believe is essential for the development 
of Latin America." 


The Italian minister also praised Alfonsin whom he described as "a man with 
high moral values and with a clear vision about the future of his country 
and of democracy in this vital region of the world." 


/9738 
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ARGENTINA 


SPECIAL REPORT PREVIEWS 1987 ELECTORAL POLITICAL MAP 
Buenos Aires AMBITO FINANCIERO in Spanish 22 Aug 86 p 17 


[Article by Jorge Pedro Barcelo; passages enclosed in slantlines printed in 
boldface | 


[Text] Approximately 19 million citizens will go to the polls when elections 
arc held throughout the country in 1987, That Sunday in November (the exact 
date has not yet been determined), 11,312 seats will be filled, including 
national, provincial and municipal districts. In addition to the elections 
themselves, another novelty in the way they are carried out will be the voter 
rolls, which will be completely computerized for the first time. Moreover, 
they will be verified by the /National Electoral Office. / 


In December 1987 the terms of those originally elected for 4 years will run 
out. /Governors, national deputies, provincial legislators, municipal 
mayors, councilmen, and school board members/ will all stand for reelection as 
leaders, even if local constitutions provide for different election 
procedures. 


Thus, 127 /national deputy/ seats will be up for election. From the 
political-electoral point of view, it is significant that /nearly 56 percent 
of all seats are in Buenos Aires, the Federal Capital, Santa [l'e, Cordoba, and 
Mendoza. / 


Tierra del Fuego 


On the other hand, the /National Territory of Tierra del Fuego, Antarctica, 
and the Islands of the South Atlantic/ wili not elect a deputy on this 
occasion, because it already did so in November 1985, 


Of the 22 /governors/ whose terms are about to expire, 20 will be voted on 
directly by the citizens of their provinces, while those of two provinces, 
/Corrientes and Tucuman,/ will be voted on by electors. These electors, 32 in 
the former case and 50 in the latter, will meet in the /"lectoral College/ to 
decide who will hold that office. 


The provinces of /Rio Negro and San Luis/ do not elect a /vice-governor,/ at 
least not for the present, although in the latter case the /Constitutional 
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Convention/ to be held between 15 December 1986 and 15 March 1987 may result 
in a decision to elect the second member of the gubernatorial ticket. Until 
now, /Santiago del Estero/ did not elect its /vice-governor,/ but in the next 
elections it will. 


The 22 districts will elect 566 /provincial deputies/ plus 15 /territorial 
legislators/ for /Tierra del Fuego, Antarctica, and the [slands of the South 
Atlantic./ In addition, /La Pampa/ will vote on 61 /justice of the peace/ 
positions, and /Mendoza/ will elect /1 representative for the provincial bank/ 
and /1 representative/ for the /Giol Wine Cellar and Vineyard/ enterprise. 


In the case of the /municipal mayors,/ most of the provinces elect them 
directly: 125 will be chosen in /Buenos Aires,/ 15 in /Catamarca,/ 220 in 
/Cordoba,/ 25 in /Chubut,/ 22 in /Entre Rios,/ 19 in /Formosa,/ 42 in /La 
Pampa,/ 2 in /La Rioja,/ 28 in /Misiones,/ 15 in /Neuquen,/ 57 in /Salta,/ 16 
in /San Juan,/ 10 in /San Luis,/ 13 in /Santa Cruz,/ 8 in /Santiago del 
Estero,/ 36 in /Santa Fe,/ and 2 in /Tierra del Fuego./ 


The /municipal mayor of the City of Buenos Aires, Federal District,/ is 
appointed by the /national executive branch./ In /Corrientes, Chaco and Rio 
Negro/ the respective /Deliberating Councils/ of each place decide who will be 
mayor. In /Jujuy,/ the decision is made by the /provincial executive branch,/ 
with the agreement of the local /Senate./ In /Tucuman/ there is a mixed 
system: The /mayor/ of the capital is elected by the /Deliberating Council, / 
while the others are appointed by the local government with the agreement of 
the /provincial Senate./ Finally, /Mendoza/ has an indirect election system, 
in which 90 /electors/ choose 684 /municipal/ mayors. 


Although this report may seem premature, since the elections are still more 
than a year away, it may serve to shed some light on the situation and sort 
out the internal tangle of the various national and provincial political] 
groups. 
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The black circles indicate the number of national deputies to be elected by 
each province. In addition, 22 governors will be elected, 20 directly and 2 
(Corrientes and Tucuman) through electors. 
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ARGENTINA 


ROUCO ON GOVERNMENT CONCERN OVER POSSIBLE SUBVERSTVF. ACTIVITY 
Buenos Aires LA PRENSA in Spanish 30 Aug 86 pp 1, 4 
[Commentary by J. Iglesias Rouco] 


[Text] The government is reportedly becoming increasingly concerned about the 
progressive “hardening” of various leftist sectors (including our very 
conservative Communist Party). Inthe view of the Casa Rosada, they may be 
resurrecting the possibility of "armed struggle" in the country, although not 
in the short term. According to our informants, at the Ministry of Defense 
and also that of the Interior (which continues to deny the existence of any 
"out Lreak" of subversion), several confidential reports on this matter are 
circulating. 


Another prospect that is disturbing to officials, according to our sources, is 
that Argentina might soon become the principal logistical platform for Chilean 
extremists against the Chilean dictatorship. In this regard, the president 
reportedly received a memorandum recently alleging that the "Democratic Chile" 
organization, which was established in Buenos Aires and includes among its 
members Chilean leftists who have sought asylum here, is secretly preparing an 
"unexpected" flight to the Chilean capital for the purpose of forcing the 
Pinochet regime to order the forced return of various exiles to Argentina. 


Although the true objective of this operation is probably propagandistic, 
since its own planners believe that Chilean authorities will prevent the 
travelers from deplaning in Santiago, just as they have on other similar 
occasions, Foreign Ministry sources believe that this initiative would worsen 
relations between the two countries. This, in turn, would complicate plans 
that are being drawn up on both sides of the border for the upcoming visit of 
the Pope in April 1987. And it is worth noting that Argentine-Chilean ties, 
if we can call them that, have been rather strained lately because of the 
extensive--and apparently very efficient--spy network the Pinochet regime has 
set up in Argentina during the past 3 years. Recent statements by government 
and military spokesmen in this regard were obviously aimed at avoiding a 
scandal, and with it a further deterioration of diplomatic relations between 
Buenos Aires and Santiago. But our informants assure us that local 
intelligence agencies know perfectly well where to look to determine how 
extensive the Chilean spy network is. Apparently it has numerous bases, both 
along the borders and in Argentine cities where there are Chilean consulates. 

















Flight Organizers 


We have learned that among the organizers of the flight of exiles to Santiago 
are Mr Luis Guastavino, former deputy of the Chilean Communist Party, and Mrs 
Julieta Campuzano, of that party's political commission. But in addition to 
Chilean celebrities, Argentine politicians and journalists, some of them 
linked to leftist groups and publications, are reportedly planning on 
participating in the trip. According to our sources, activists in "Democratic 
Chile" have already made contact, for example, with Mr Julio Cesar Urien, 
former midshipman and leader of Argentine Latin American Unity (UALA), in 
preparing for this operation. UALA is supposed to have good connections with 
the so-called Revolutionary Peronists, and even with Montonero leaders. 
"Democratic Chile's" project is also reportedly supported by the "All for the 
Fatherland" movement, a Marxist-oriented front which publishes its ideas in 
the magazine ENTRE TODOS. Members of this movement, who in other days would 
have joined the ranks of the People's Revolutionary Army (FRP) or the 
Revolutionary Workers Party (PRT), are also allegedly on the iist of 
passengers for the planned flight. 


Government sources have told us that the promoters of the operation decided to 
keep it under wraps until the moment it gets underway, and then they plan to 
publicize it extensively. Naturally, their plan does not make any allowances 
at all for the negative repercussions the action might have on diplomatic 
relations between the two countries. On the contrary, their idea is to 
heighten the differences with this act. 


Montoneros 


The Casa Rosada reportedly is also closely following the activities of various 
Montonero, or ex-Montonero, groups. According to another report by the 
Interior Ministry, for example, Mr Perdia is about to enter the country again. 
He could even arrive today. The famous "Pelado"” Perdia may even attend the 
meeting that Revolutionary Peronists will] hold this afternoon or this evening, 
either in some offices at 150 Calle Talcahuano, or in their place on Calle 
Brasil. In addition, nothing--or hardly anything--has been learned yet about 
a small meeting Revolutionary Peronists had planned to hold with journalists 
last Tuesday the 26th at the Hotel Castelar at 1600 hours. Several days 
earlier, Nilo Gambini (national secretary of youth), Gustavo Gemelli 
(political secretary of the federal capital), and Pablo Unamuno (national 
secretary of organization) had been thinking of going to this meeting. . As far 
as we know, the "revolutionaries" were planning to dedicate their "conference" 
to the incarceration of their comrades Carlos Gonzalez and Luis Langri. 


The same official memo contains details of this group's budget for last June, 
which according to the paper totaled $90,000, not counting the salaries 
allegedly earmarked for Gustavo Gemelli ($950), Nilo Gambini ($350), Jorge 
Reina ($1,500), and Pablo Unamuno ($2,000). Perhaps the government O07 
officials are exaggerating the figures (scheming perversely on obtaining 
similar salaries themselves); they probably are not allowing for the 
devaluation of the dollar and Argentine inflation, which takes a bite out of 


- ° ° ” 
the "oligarchs" as well as "revolutionaries." At any rate, the "payroll" and 
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the alleged budget of this Peronist faction is quite interesting as portrayed 
by government experts. 


Lists of Visitors and Cuba 


It becomes even more interesting if one looks at the problems the Montoneros 
and Revolutionary Peronists are having both at home and abroad. In the last 
few days, for example, there has been a lot of talk (in some cases erroneous) 
about the visitors Mr Firmenich has received at the Devoto jail. Several of 
those involved in these alleged visits are now reportedly studying the 
possibility of suing the morning daily that reported the story, implicating 
Senator Alberto Rodriguez Saa and other friends of Mr Saadi (to the great 
satisfaction, incidentally, of the Coordinating Committee, which has not yet 
given up control of the province of San Luis). But these rumors have emerged, 
to a large extent, from the lack of information about Firmenich's real 
visitors; even some government sectors do not have this information. In the 
final analysis, reliable sources tell us that the famous list was distributed 
by one of Firmenich's attorneys, perhaps Mr Fernando Torres, for a single 
purpose: to show public opinion in general, and the Montoneros in particular, 
that the former Montonero chief is not as isolated as some believe. These 
same sources indicate that the lists were "leaked" after several politicians 
who had been invited to go to Devoto either declined the honor or demanded 
that the jail authe-ities not register their names. 


In sum, if the government officials are right, Mr Firmenich is being visited 
by his former sympathizers as well] as friends and family, but not by too many 
major figures. In addition to this relative lack of internal activity, there 
is, as we said, a certain void abroad. Here is another example: Not too Jong 
ago, the regime in Havana supposedly refused to receive Mr Rodriguez Saa (the 
"other" Rodriguez Saa) because of a number of political and economic 
differences between Mr Castro and the Montoneros, which deserve separate 
treatment. 


Nonetheless, these extremes should not be surprising, since the Argentine 
political class is very fickle. Even Mr Alfonsin, who still enjoys the favor 
of most of the electorate, tends to run up against the incomprehension of his 
own correligionists. Allow us to cite another example: Right or wrong, the 
president is convinced that moving the capital to Viedma will not only lend 
greater political value to an area that needs it more than ever, because of 
the external designs on it (an opinion we share), but will also serve as a 
valuable tool for his government to begin dismantling the tremendous 
bureaucracy that surrounds it (this hypothesis is a little more obscure, to be 
sure, but still plausible). So, early this year, when the plan was beginning 
to take off in the Casa Rosada, nearly all of Alfonsin's aides applauded it; 
but now, in view of the indifference of the electorate and the technical 
objections that have been raised to the announced plan, many of those 
enthusiasts are distancing themselves from the project. 
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ARGENTINA 


COMMUNIST PARTY CRITICIZES LEADER ISCARO 
PY051945 Buenos Aires NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS in Spanish 0145 GMT 5 Sep 86 


[Text] Buenos Aires, 4 Sep (NA)--The Argentine Communist Party today labeled 
itself as a "revolutionary party which suffered a reformist deviation" in a 
self criticism which has become "a severe public censure" of one of its highest 
leaders, Ruben Iscaro, who has disagreed with the party leadership in a letter 
that was made known by the people before it came to the attention of the 
Communist leaders. 


The sanction on Iscaro, a member of the Communist Party Political Committee 
who was removed a few months ago from the national leadership, carries an 
implicit warning that "on the first violation of the regulation of democratic 
centralism he will be removed from the political committee." This decision 
was made known at the conclusion of a meeting of the Central Committee held 
on 3 and 4 September with the participation of over 100 Communist leaders 
throughout the country. 


During the meeting the secretary general of the Communist Party, Athos Fava, 
admitted that in the internal party debates this year "we began maturing and 
becoming aware of the energy and decision needed to make important changes." 
He added: 'We are a revolutionary party which suffered a reformist deviation, 
that needs to make substantial changes in its lines and programs, overcome 
methological vices, and to change bad work habits and styles which have 
become embedded at different levels of the party cadre." 


Fava then indicated that 1,662 rank-and-file Communist based organizations 
have already held their assemblies and approved the projects which will now 
be studied by the Communist Party Congress scheduled for the first week in 
November 1986 in this capital. 
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ARGENTINA 


BRIEFS 


GORBACHEV EXPECTED IN 1987--Buenos Aires, 23 Sep (NA)--According to Argentine 
Foreign Ministry sources CPSU Secretary General Mikhail Gorbachev will visit 
Argentina early in 1987 within the framework of a Latin American tour which 
he will make in the wake of the visit which USSR Foreign Minister Eduard 
Shevardnadze will shortly pay to Mexico and Cuba. The sources with whom 
NOTICIAS ARGENTINAS spoke indicated that before the arrival of Gorbachev, the 
first Soviet leader to visit Argentina, Shevardnadze will repay the visit 
that Argentine Foreign Minister Dante Caputo made to Moscow and Leningrad in 
January this year. During the official visit that Alfonsin will pay to the 
USSR in mid-October, he will invite Gorbachev to visit Argentina. This 
invitation will be made in connection with the "Soviet Union's opening 

toward Latin America" that has formed part of the Kremlin's recent foreign 
policy. Gorbachev plans to visit Argentina as part of a tour which will 
include Cuba, Mexico, Brazil, Peru, Uruguay and possibly Nicaragua. The, 40th 
anniversary of uninterrupted diplomatic relations between Argentina and the 
Soviet Union were commemorated last year. [Text] [Buenos Aires NOTICIAS 
ARGENTINAS in Spanish 1244 GMT 23 Sep 86 PY] /9738 
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GOVERNMENT, POLITICAL FIGURES IN DRUGS CONTROVERSY 


Charges Against BLP 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 10 Aug 86 p l 


{Article by John Sealy] 


[Text] 


BARBADOS’ MINISTRY OF HEALTH has 
been identified as one of the Government 
ministries being used as a source for the 
shipment and transhipment of illegal drugs. 


Minister of Legal Affairs and Attorney General, 
Maurice King, said on Friday evening: “On July 14, 1986, 
a package arrived by air at the Grantley Adams Interna- 
tional Airport. It was a cardbox containing four packages 
of vegetable matter — it was marijuana — addressed to 
the Minister of Health. 

The present Minister of Health knew absolutely no- 
thing about it, and it was eventually destroyed by Cus- 
toms.” 

Mr. King’s disclosure came during the annual general 
meeting of the Prison Officers’ Association at Glendairy. He 
added: “Before I became Attorney General, I had been aware 
that illegal drugs were coming through the Grantley Adams 
International Airport addressed to some ministries and Govern- 
ment departments by name. 

“For instance, on January 4, seven packages came 
addressed to the Minister of Health. These packages came from 
various destinations in the Caribbean. Information was avail- 
able and accurate but informants, though very concerned, were 
for various reasons unwilling to stand up and be counted.” 


The minister re-emphasised Government's concern over 
drug- trafficking: “Many serious crimes in our midst have their 
origins among highly-placed drug importers and distributors. 
Persons who have vast resources of illegally obtained money 
which they used to buy politicians and some policemen .... my 
Government has pledged that the total available resources of 
the state will be used to protect patriotic citizens,” he said. 


The Attorney General also cautioned prison officers about 
the use of illegal drugs. 


He said: “Let us not hear that prison officers and customs 
officials too become ensnared in the drug-traffickers’ net, and let 
me inform all those persons here and abroad, who are not aware, 
that there was a change of Government on May 29. 1986....” 


Mr. King also told the prison officers they were important 
and that actions done in private should be healthy or else the 
bad habits could spill over into their line of duty. 
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BLP Response 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 10 Aug 86 p 1 


{Text ] 


THE Opposition Barbados Labour 
Party (BLP) has condemned remarks 
by Attorney General Maurice King ab- 
out illegal drugs involving the Ministry 
of Health. 

Former Attorney General and now 
Shadow Minister for Legal Affairs, Da- 
vid Simmons, said yesterday: “The Op- 
position deprecates the statement by 
the Attorney General, Mr. King, in so 
far as it seeks to refer to the former 
Minister of Health, Mr. (O’Brien )Trot- 
man, without giving all the facts con- 
cerning that incident of January 4.” 

_ Mr. Simmons added: “It can only 
contribute to slur and reckless rumour 
that started prior to the general elec- 
tions and that pervaded the general 
elections campaign; rumours that sug- 


gested that members of the former , 
Government were involved in drug- 


trafficking.” 

He said that in relation to the inci- 
dent of January 4, the facts known to 
the Opposition were: 


“1. A senior customs officer tele- 
phoned the then Minister of Health, 
Mr. O’Brien Trotman, to enquire 
whether he was expecting a parcel 
from St. Vincent. Mr. Trotman said he 
was not. 


“2. The customs officer then told him 
that he had in his possession a parcel 
addressed “Minister of Health” which 
contained marijuana. The officer also 
explained that the parcel originated in 


Barbados, was sent to St. Vincent and 


came back to Barbados. 


“3. At no time did Mr. Trotman see 


the parcel or go to the Customs Depart- 
ment. 


“4. At the meeting of Cabinet imme- 
diately following this incident Mr. 
Trotman informed the Cabinet of the 
matter. He said that he had also in- 
formed his Permanent Secretary and 
Deputy Permanent Secretary. 


“5. 1, as the then Attorney General, 
when I returned to the ministry from 


Cabinet, notified Mr. Fitzgerald Par- 
ris, the Permanent Secretary in the 
Ministry of the Attorney General, of 
the incident. Mr. Parris was the head of 
the Task Force on Drugs and it was my 
duty to notify him of the incident and it 
was for him and the Task Force to 
follow up on the information I gave 
him.” 

Mr. Simmons said: “I repeat the call 
made by the Leader of the Opposition 
shortly after the elections that if the 
Attorney General has information 
available to him suggesting that for- 
mer members of the Government were 
involved in drugs, then he should do 
one of two things: (a) call an enquiry or 
(b) prosecute the person about whom 
he has the information. 


“If he has no information, then he 
should not seek to slur the names of 
former ministers in the BLP Govern- 
ment. Because the crucial thing in all 
of this is the element of knowledge ” 


Opposition to Commission of Inquiry 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 18 Aug 86 p 1 


{Text ] 


Attorney-General, Mr. Maurice King, does not support a com- 
mission of enquiry into the drug menace until all the groundwork for 
such an enquiry is there and satisfactory results are likely to be 


produced. 


However, in a radio 
interview yesterday, 
which came 10 days 
after he_ publicly 
revealed that illegal 
drugs have been 
arriving in Barbados 
addressed to govern- 
ment departments, 
Mr. King said that 
Government will be 
strengthening the 
arms of the police and 
customs, eveloping 
technology and other 


aids along with the 
exchange of _ in- 
formation in an effort 
to come to grips with 
the problem. 


‘“‘When you have a 
problem like the drug 
stratagem problem to 
deal with you do not lay 
all your cards on the table 
because people who 
traffic in drugs are not 
amateurs,”’ the Attorney- 
General said. 

Mr. King, when asked 
to respond to the body of 
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opinion that Government 
should carry out a probe 
into the issue, noted that 
one of the problems with 
drug trafficking was that 
people were unwilling to 
talk openly. 

He submitted that if 
there was a ‘‘sufficient 
sub-stratum of concrete 
evidence’’ — with people 
willing to come forward 
and give evidence on oath 
— there would be no need 
for a commission of 
enquiry. 


Experience 


But he did not feel that 
commissions of enquiry 
should be held for the 
sake of holding them, 
noting that the experience 
of such commissions in 
Harbados was that they 
have not be helpful. 

“The Duffus Com- 
mission was a_ political 
enquiry, the commission 
on unsolved murders left 
more questions than 
answers. We do. not 
believe that commissions 
of enquiry should be held 
just to whitewash or 
ylackwash _ situations.’’ 

‘When I am satisfied 
that all the groundwork 
for a commission of 








enquiry is there and that 
it will produce 
satisfactory results I 
would recommend to 
Government that one 
should be held,”’ Mr. King 
Stressed. 

The Attorney-General 
also thought that inter- 
departmental checks 
would reveal very little. 

He said that the two 
incidents he referred to 
about drugs arriving in 
Barbados in January this 
year and again in July 
consigned to the Ministry 
of Health were not the 
only incidents. 

According to him there 
were a number of 
previous occasions when 
packages arrived here 
consigned to ministries 
and government 
departments, and as far 
back as 1981. 





Was a package 


Mr. King said that on 
September 16;' 1981 there 
was a package with a 
‘‘considerable’’ street 
value of $168 000 which 
arrived here addressed to 
(someone), C-o Govern- 
ment Headquarters, Bay 
Street. The shipper was 
(someone), C-o the 
Ministry of Education in 
Jamaica. On August 27, 
1982, packages containing 
drugs with a street value 
of $41 000 were shipped to 
Erdiston College. 


The Attorney-General 
maintained that this was 
a matter that should have 
been publicised and 
explanation given by the 
former Barbados Labour 
Party Government when 
the drugs started coming 
here. He did not feel that 
these quantities of illegal 


drugs sent here at such 
high value were sent 
accidentally. 


He contended - that 
shippers. must feel that 
there was a source in 
Barbados which would 
facilitate the entry of 
illegal drugs. 

The signal he was 
sending to all in- 
ternational contacts was 
that government 
departments must not be 
used as a vehicle for the 
purveying of  illega) 
drugs, he said. 

“The press has taken 
the position that the 
sender is guilty. I do not 
necessarily support this 
position because in a 
number of these cases 
you are dealing with 
packages and quantities 
of drugs which are not 
small,’ the Attornev- 
General stated. 








Forde Disclaimer 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 25 Aug 86 p 5 
[Text ] 
BRIDGETOWN, Aug 24, Cana — THE Main Opposition Barbados 


Labour Party (BLP) has suggested that Government Ministers’ 
either set up a commission to inquire into allegations of drug traffick- 


ing, or shut up. 

Opposition Leader Henry Forde said 
recent statements linking former Gov- 
ernment Ministers and late Prime 
Minister Tom Adams with drugs were 
wild and unfounded ailegations, aimed 
at cheap political gain. 

Attorney General Maurice King had 
said at least one former Government 
Minister had been sent a parcel of drugs, 
subsequently seized by Government au- 
thorities. 

Forde also referred to a foreign Press 
report quoting a top official here as say- 
ing that Adams died from an overdose of 


drugs. 
Totally Unfounded 


“This statement is totally unfounded. 
There is no truth whatsoever in the alle- 
gation,” Forde, a former Attorney Gen- 
eral, told anews conference. Adams was 
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officially said to have died of a heart 
ttack 


a : 
Forde added: “If the present Govern- 
ment feels it is now in possession of evi- 
dence linking any member of the society 
or of our party to the drug trade, then it 
has a duty to prosecute the offenders. 

“Failing this, it must set up a commis- 
sion of inquiry to enquire into all aspects 
of the drug trade, use and trafficking in 
drugs in Barbados.” 

Forde said the statements by the two 
Government leaders had damaged the 
reputation of innocent citizens, as well as 
that of the country abroad. 

Attorney General King said, recently, 
that Government was studying intro- 
duction of legislation to confiscate prop- 
erty derived from the illegal igs 
trade, but was not immediately in fa- 
vour of a commission of inquiry. 














Forde Demand for Proof 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 31 Aug 86 pp 32, 34 


{Interview with Henry Forde, leader of the opposition and attorney general and 
minister of foreign affairs in the BLP government from 1976-81, by SUNDAY SUN 
Editor Tony Vanterpool; date and place not specified] 


[Text ] 


: Mr.Forde, last weekend in your Press 
Conference as Leader of the Opposition. you 
gave an ultimatum to the Government on the 
question of illegal drugs — prosecute on the 
strength of available evidence or shut up. 
Would you agree with me that the Attorney 
General must have some sort of evidence 
otherwise he would not be pushing out his 
head? 


A: He may have some sort of information but 
it is our contention that the information which 
he released to the public certainly does not show 
that anv member of the Barbados Labour Party 
was mvolved in trafficking drugs. It is so easv to 
present information in such a manner as to lead 
persons to draw inferences from innuendos. 
which is unfounded and unfair. 

For instance, the fact that a parcel came 
addressed to a Minister of Health ts by itself not 
evident that anv particular Minister of Health 
was trafficking drugs. And that ts one of the 
reasons why we stipulate that there must be a 
balanced presentation of facts 


Q: Attorney General Maurice King,in his 
address to Prison Officers earlier this month, 
made it clear that “on January 4, seven pack- 
ages came addressed to the Minister of 
Health” from various destinations in the 
Caribbean. They arrived at Grantley Adams 
International Airport and were later found to 
contain marijuana. He also spoke of a similar 
instance on July 14, 1986. Why didn’t the Bar- 
bados Labour Party make the January 4 inci- 
dent public at the time when it was in power? 
Was there any attempt at a hush-hush? 


A: As far as the Barbados Labour Party is 
concerned. the Minister of Health drew the mat- 
ter to the Attorney General's attention who in 
turn drew it to the attention of the Permanent 
Secretary in his department. That Permanent 
Secretary is heading a high-powered Commis- 
sion on Drugs which was set up by the then 
Government of Barbados. He ts also the adm.- 
nistrative head who liaises with the police au- 
thorities especially the commissioner of police. 

No doubt the permanent secretary would 
have drawn the intormation to the attention of 
the police who are also. it is my understanding, 
involved with...certainly if not on the Commuts- 
sion...involved with getting information for the 
Commission 


Q: Did vou hear whether this incident was 
discussed at Cabinet level? 
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A: That is what the former Attorney General 
savs. He said quite clearly to the public that the 
Minister of Health drew it to the attention of his 
Cabinet colleagues and that he the Attorney 
General in turn gave all the information which 
was made available to him, to his Permanent 
Secretary I do not know what more he was to 
do. Certainly the prosecution of people for the 
importation of drugs is not a matter for the 
Attorney General of Barbados [tis a matter tor 
the Commussioner of Police and the Director of 
Public Prosecution. No Attorney General 
should interfere with the Police in the manner 
in which they do their duty 

The information was therefore available to all 
of the authorities in Barbados 


0: Are you aware of any directive given by 
the former Prime Minister to his Ministers 
concerning the arrival of parcels addressed 
to them. 


A: Yes. | understand that the former Prime 
Minister had given a direction to his Ministers 
that if any parcels came addressed to them they 
were not themselves to open anv parcels but to 
have the matter reterred to the relevant author- 
ites 

Speaking for myself. | am very loathe nowa- 
days iffam told that there 1s a parcel at the Post 
Office for me and [| do not know the sender 
mvseif, to send even one of my staff for that 
parce!. Politicians are sitting ducks for all sorts 
of people and we always have to be very warv 
about these matters. | am even so concerned 
that nowadays I make sure that my car 1s at all 
stages locked because political mayhem seems 
to be the order of the dav. 


Q: Now, you were Attorney General from 
1976 to 1981; during your tenure of office did 
any of these problems pertaining to drugs 
arise from time to time? 


A: During my tenure of office | became aware 
that several Barbadians were being arrested 
overseas for tratficking in drugs. Most of the 
problems occurred out of Jamaica. There were 
vouny and old Barbadians who were going to 
Jamaica and tratficking in drugs. We cooper- 
ated tully with the Police in Jamaiea on the 
matter Qur Honorary Consul in Jamatea. Mr 
Prescod also kept us intormed as soon as he yot 
anv intormation. All of that information would 
be in the Government files. The intormation 
would also have been passed on to the Police 
We also collaborated to a larve extent with 
the RCMP ‘Roval Canadian Mounted Police) 














and in fact on many occasions { was aware that 
RCMP undercover agents were in Barbados 
watching people who were running drugs be- 
tween the Caribbean islands and also between 
Latin American countries and Canada. Later 
we tried to cooperate as well with the American 
drug enforcement agencies and of course | made 
sure that Barbados joined INTERPOL in order 
to get access to as much information as possible. 


We sent several of our Police Officers for 
training at all levels in drugs: drug detection 
etc.. and in addition we started sending police- 
men for training tn dog handling.We bought for 
and brought back dogs into use in the Force. 
You will recall that in 1961 the Democratic 
Labour Party attacked us tor allowing the police 
force to keep dogs on the basis that the Barba- 
dos Labour Party were feeding dogs rather than 
looking after people — and children — in the 
hospital. The wheels have gone full circle. We 
reinstituted and brought back in dogs for these 
purposes and found that they are very useful. 
Now I am being told that we need additional 
dogs in the police force. We did very concrete 
things with the police force in order to cope with 
the changing nature of crime. 


0: Only this week in the United States all 
the Mayors of the various cities, regardless of 
their politics, got together in New York to 
discuss how best to tackle the problem of 
drugs. Would you say that the issue of drugs 
should be non-partisan? Would you say thata 


joint BLP/DLP assault on the problems, if 


there was ever one, leaves much to be de- 


sired? 


A: That has always been the position of the 
Barbados Labour Party. The spread of drugs 
has been one of the phenomenal occurrences of 
the last 15 years, probably 20 years. It has been 
undermining the health and the social and poli- 
tical cohesion of several countries, particularly 
western countries, but also Eastern Block coun- 
tries. The problem is now an international prob- 
lem although I feel that it has intensified in the 
last 20 years. The world has historically always 
had a serious! drug problem. 

You will remember the wars that occurred 
with Thailand and with China in the 18th and 
19th century the drug trade was raging at its 
heydey; when the international conventions 
which were entered into in the nineteenth cen- 
tury to prevent the spread of the poppies as they 
were called; well now there has been a resurg- 
ence in the drug trade and all countries have to 
work together to eradicate the scourge. 

[ don't think that any right thinking Barba- 
dian would want to see the drug trade take over 
in Barbados and certainly the Labour Party has 
never sought to promote the drug trade in Bar- 
bados. And we have done everything that we 
could to give the Police the resources to deal 
with the drug trade. 

But the Democratic Labour Party in Opposi- 
tion sought to appeal to the public on the basis 
of allegations that in my view are totally un- 
founded. Now that they are in power they have 
to try in some form, tojustify these allegations. | 
have said to them, “if you have the evidence, you 


now have access to all the files — none of the 
files has been destroyed; you have full access to 
the Police who could brief you on everything; if 
you have the evidence, prosecute whoever is 
wrong. If there are members of the Barbados 
Labour Party, we in turn would throw them out 
of the party if they are found guilty. 

“If however you haven't got enough evidence, 
then one of the ways of finding out that evidence 
is by way of a Commission of Enquiry.” I do not 
accept the reply from the Attorney General or 
other members of the Democratic Labour Party 
that a Commission of Enquiry 1s a form of cover- 
ing up matters. As a matter of fact one of the 
primary purposes of Commissions of Enquiry, 1s 
to ferret out information where you havent got 
all of the hard information. And a student of law 
off the street would recognise that that is what a 
Commission of Enquiry is used for. 

The modern Commissions of Enquiry Act 
which we passed in 1980. gives Commissions of 
Enquiry very wide powers to summon people 
and to obtain evidence. So there should be no 
excuse by the present Government for not using 
the Commissions of Enquiry Act in this case. It 
however thev are not prosecuting - asking the 
DPP (Director of Public Prosecutions) or the 
Police to prosecute people; ifthey are not willing 
to go for a Commission of Enquiry, then they 
must stop using the method of innuendo for 
slurring members of the Barbados Labour 
Party. 


Q: Is it a fact that some of the top legal 
brains in the Barbados Labour Party have 
been consideriny slapping a law suit on the 
Attorney General for statements which he 
made? 


A: | believe that some members have sought 
legal opinions on the matter to see whether or 
not his comments overstepped the bounds that 
are allowed by law. I don't know what has been 
the outcome of that matter. But I know that 
legal opinion is being sought. 


Q: Have any of the Ministers or Ministries 
involved suffered as a result of statements 
made on drugs or related matters? 


A: There are certain cases at present before 
the court brought by ex-Ministers of Govern- 
ment. One case 1s against a current Minister of 
Government and some cases are against other 
people in political lite. The one against the cur- 
rent Minister of Government has nothing to do 
with any allegation of drugs so I should make 
that clear. 

But the other cases that are current have to 
do with these sort of allegations and I cant 
comment on pending cases. But as [ was saying, 
the allegations are not new. As you realise, they 
circulated a pamphlet some months ago in Bar- 
hados which was being hand distributed by 
leading members of the Democratic Labour 
Party. 

{ made a complaint about the matter to the 
then acting Commissioner of Police. lam aware 
that thev pulled in two people. one of whom was 
a leading member of the Democratic Labou 
Party. | am told that he disclosed part of tne 








source; some of the sources from which he got 
the pamphlet. And vet nothing was done to pro- 
secute that man. Now the police have not even 
shown me the decency of telling me that they 
had pulled in somebody on the matter for inves- 
tigation. 

You will also recall that at the time the Lead- 
er of the Democratic Labour Party counselled 
his people against spreading rumours and he 
himself regretted the circulation of the pam- 
phliet. Now, whether his regret was genuine or 
not or just another political ploy, is a matter on 
which I have my own opinion. I feel myself that 
it was not a genuine regret. | think he recog- 
nised that some of his people had gone over- 
hoard and as a matter of political tactics, it was 
wise for him at the time to dissociate his party 
from it 

But it 1s much to be regretted that the DLP 
used the last election to whip up in the public’s 
mind the view that leading people in the Barba- 
dos Labour Party were associated with drugs. 
The pamphlet of which I spoke attacked people 
like myself; it attacked David Simmons, it even 
attacked Elliott Mottley although he is closely 
associated with the Democratic Labour Party. 

And | think this vicious cancer of rumour- 
mongering must be stamped out of the society. I 
believe that those of us in public life have to be 
more responsible. If people in our parties are 
doing wrong, we should dissociate ourselves 
and our parties from them. If they are guilty of 
an offence they should be prosecuted. But I 
don’t believe we should go around just spread- 
ing by way of innuendoes rumours concerning 
people we haven't got facts and we are not pre- 
pared to do anything to ferret out the facts and 
we cause people to be found guilty by innuendo. 


Q: | noticed that you are referring to an incident that occur- 
red when vour Party was in power: so | am left to wonder 
what sort of authority an Attorney General would have over 
a Commissioner of Police? Could he not have demanded swift 
action by the Police? 


A: Well I don’t know whether other Attorneys General will 
follow the convention which I followed when | was Attorney 
General and which | know ts a very well known convention in 
Britain and in democratic countries that have the svstems of law 
that we have here... But it has alwavs been my understanding 
that the Attorney General or the Minister of Home Affairs, has a 
policy role to play but he must not intervene or give directions on 
the day to dav performance by the Police of their duties. 

Under the Constitution of Barbados. the Attorney General 
has no role to plav in the prosecution of crime. which 1s unlike 
England and some other countries where the Attorney General 
has a final sav in who should be prosecuted and when and where 
and how thev should be prosecuted. | should quality my state- 
ment by saving that there are only limited circumstances in 
Barbados that an Attorney General has that type of say.. rather 
than no role at all. a limited say That change came about in the 
amendments that were made to the Constitution in 
1974.. International Piracy and that sort of thing. So the Attor- 
nev General must really stand clear of the day to day prosecu- 
tion of offenders and that sort of thing. He cannot influence the 
Police in this regard 

The precedent which I set. the convention which I followed 
when | was AG. 1s that | communicated with the Commissioner 
of Police on an almost weekly basis. He informed me of what 
were the major problems confronting Barbados: we discussed 
policy and the implication of those. but not how he did his work 
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ina particular case. He would request any resources he wanted 
or my department would advise on what we should look for in 
terms of resources: but we were never allowed to say to the 
Commusswner of Police. “you go and get a warrant to prosecute A’ 
or B.” That ts contrary to the Constitution of Barbados and I 
would resist it Most strongly uf it ever happened because I don't 
think it would be nght. 

So whilst [ sav that the Attorney General should not seek to 
influence the police in any wav. | believe that the Police them- 
selves have a duty where they have a complaint. whether oral or 
in writing. made by a member of the public. whether he be in my 
political party or anv other political party. or even if he ts in no 
political party at all. they have a duty to investigate that com- 
plaint and to see how semous it is. In my case [ made the 
complaint myself. orally. and [ have never had the courtesv of 
even an oral reply to sav “we have investigated this and there is 
nothing in it: we have pulled in a man but we don't think we can 
prosecute.” [ had to hear of that through the grapevine. 

Another cancer that is occuring in this society ts that of attack- 
ing people by rumour or innuendo. [ have known two citizens’ 
who have been searched in Barbados for cocaine; one was a 
leading businessman and the other was a younger person. Thev 
sought legal advice on the Police powers to carrv out that search. 
The Police of course swore out search warrants in both cases 
Now the Police were acting on information allegedly given by the 
public. [n one case. certainly in the case of the businessman, he 
has been able to discover that the only reason why the Police 
came to him and the information which the police acted on was 
supplied by a former business associate with whom he had had a 
serious business disagreement. And there was no real substan- 
tial basis for the Police to have acted on that sort of information. 
They may have beiieved that the intormation was correct but I 
feel they should have done a bit more investigation before they 
went after that warrant. 

In the case of the other gentleman. the only reason why they 
caine to him was because the police had information that his 
relative had been going on a regular basis to another country. 
What they didnt realise is that the relative was going to that 
country because of an illness of another relative and that some- 
body who had a dispute with that voung man gave the Police 
that sort of information 

Now we are in great danger in this community of having 
people for their own private ends conveving information that is 
baseless and seeing it acted on. Whenever we have an election 
and whenever politics heats up in Barhados. there is the great 
danger that people act on rumour that is baseless and some 
members of the public like to be fed with any rumours about a 
politician and they are always willing to believe it. And if it is 
repeated a few hundred times. people believe it is true [ think 
that we in the Labour Party have suffered greviously at the 
hands of rumourmongers 


: The word is out that since the Barbados Labour Party's 
defeat, there is a marijuana shortage in the island; what ts 
your response to that? 


A: [ have seen an announcement saying that there has heen 
less detection of marnjuana in Barbados in the last couple of 
months. But [ have also seen another statement from the police 
that there has been an increase in cocaine trafficking Now. if 
one 1s going to associate a decrease in the detection of manjuana 
with the defeat of the Barbados Labour Party am I to associate 
the increase a cocaine trafficking with the success at the polls of 
the Democratic Labour Party” , 
Once again [ must caution one has to he very careful in the 
conclusions that you draw from what looks like primary facts, 
they may be only part of the truth and not the whole truth. 


Q: One final question; this week an Hindu priest was re- 
portedly caught at Timheri Airport in Guyana with two 
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pounds of cocaine hidden in some bags of shrimps. From your 
experience in Government, could vou say whether traffick- 

~ a] 
ing has been identified with any particular racial grouping. 


A: During che tume that | was Attorm vy General. and from 
listening to my colleagues who succeeded me, I do not think that 
the drug problem was identified with anv particular racial 
sToup 


There were people who were peddling drugs through 
Barbados to sell to the North American market. Barbados was at 
one stage becoming a transhipment area. And that was the 
information being fed to us by the RCMP — the Canadians — 
and by the Americans. They asked our cooperation and we pave 
it readily 

Several Barbadian policemen did go to Canada to give 
evidence that led to the conviction of people who were pushing 
hard drugs through Barbados. | don't know that any particular 
racial group was associated with it at the time when | was there 

But several of the cases of hard drugs involved non-nationals 
Barbadians and other West Indians were mostly involved in 
peddling marijuana. That was the nature of the cases drawn to 
my attention then 


Barrow Antidrug Program 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 6 Sep 86 p l 


[Excerpt ] 


The Barbados Government has warned it is going 
to suppress drug-trafficking despite skepticism in 
the local and foreign Press about Government’s 
ability to control drug abuse. 

And Prime Minister Mr. Errol Barrow has a 
pealed to the church to become a watchdog and join 
Governments in the region to combat the menace of 
drug abuse. 

The Prime Minister who was addressing the formal 
opening ceremony of the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches (CCC) Fourth General Assembly said that 
an issue for the assembly should be the abuse of 
young people in the promotion of a sub-culture of 
illegal drug trafficking in the Caribbean. 

Stating that it was a concern which his Govern- 
ment was committed to tackling, Mr. Barrow pointed 
out that the drug trade and abuse among young 
people required deep and extensive reflection. 
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“Our problem, let's face it, is not only how to save 
the souls and bodies of persons already born, but how 
to spare the unborn the trauma of congenital ad- 
diction,’ the Prime Minister told the opening 
ceremony at the Law Lecture Theatre at the Cave 
Hill Campus. 

He stated that children were being born in the 
United States addicts of cocaine and harmful drugs. 

“The drug problem is extremely serious for the 
United States, with all their resources and the search 
and destroy adventurism of Attorney General Edwin 
Meese.”’ the Prime Minister said. 


More serious problem 
He went on: ‘‘Much more serious therefore is the 
problem likely to be for poor Caribbean people, if 
Governments and a watchdog church do not increase 
their vigilance.”’ 











BARBADOS 


DLP ADMINISTRATION TO PROBE BLP-RUN FINANCES 
FL151151 Bridgetown CANA in English 2219 GMT 14 Sep 86 
{By Hallam Hope} 


{Excerpt] Bridgetown, 14 Sep (CANA)--The ruling Democratic Labour Party (DLP) 
today blamed the former administration for a current shortfall in government 
financing and announced the establishment of a commission of enquiry into the 
affairs of the National Assistance Board. Government officials said details 
of the terms of reference of the commission were not immediately available, 


Prime Minister Errol Barrow told a news conference the defeated Barbados Labour 
Party (BLP) government employed hundreds of temporary workers and committed 
millions of dollars in the months leading up to general elections in May. 


Barrow headed a ministerial group at a news conference and responded to opposi- 
tion charges that lay-offs in the public sector and a shortage of money were 
linked to tax concessions approved by government this year. 


He indicated that in the Ministry of Unemployment alone, 2.6 million dollars 
were committed in two months prior to elections. 


Hundreds of persons were brought on for debushing and other projects, Barrow 
added, and persons with legitimate jobs were now in danger of not being paid, 
Government would have to seek a supplementary vote for financing in coming 
months, he said, 


The BLP, in a statement, today predicted more layoffs and more public debt be- 
cause of the government's tax cuts, 


It said taxpayers should also be given a choice of cash or government bonds-- 
an apparent reference to a daily newspaper's report that taxpayers could be 
receiving government bonds on their income tax returns. 


But Barrow said the matter had never been discussed in cabinet, neither the 
accountant general's office or the Central Bank were aware of any such proposals 
and Barbadians were legally entitled to be paid in their local currency. 


He noted that government would be introducing legislation whereby it would have 
to pay income tax returns by a specific period, failing which taxpayers would be 
entitled to interest on the amounts, 
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BARROW SLAMS ‘SUBVERSIVE’ RELIGIOUS PENETRATION 


Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 


[Text } 


Address To CCC 


-Prime Minister Mr. Errol 
Barrow has en out against 
what he ca the presence of 
unorthodox North American 
religions in the Caribbean. 
* Furthermore he has appealed to 
the Caribbean Conference of 
Churches (CCC) to bring to the 
attention of the congregations in 


the region, that they must resist 
this religi 


ous cultural penetration. 

_Addressin the opening 
ceremony the CCC’s Fourth 
General Assembly, Mr. Barrow 
called their presence subversive 
and inimical to the established 
Christian concepts and practices. 

He said that the region needed no 
‘“‘missionising from foreign 
countries’”’ since the Caribbean 
already had a superabundance of 
religious leaders. 

“We have seen in Guyana, mass 
genocide by these religious 
humbugs. I know of none of the 
organisations represented here 

y which would encourage the 
mass suicide of thousands of 
persons,”’ the Prime Minister told 
the packed Law Lecture Theatre at 
the University of the West Indies. 

‘All of these externa! influences 


Newspaper's 


6 Sep 86 p 1 


whom we allow to penetrate our 
societies are in ing into the 
area doctrines which I personally 
feel are subversive to our 
societies,”’ the Barbados Prime 
Minister said. 


The Prime Minister pointed out 
that it was remarkable that most of 
these sects originated from the 
United States of America who 
pretend to be the leaders of our 
western civilisation and endorsed 
by leaders of those societies. 


Duty of CCC 


“So Iam saying that it is the duty 
of the CCC, ause the Govern- 
ments cannot do it, to bring to the 
attention of their congregations, 
that they must resist this 
religious-cultural penetration that 
we are observing,” according to 
Mr. Barrow. 


He noted as well the question of 
cultural penetration with par- 
ticular reference to the fact that 
the Caribbean was probably one of 
the most christianised or most 
highly religious society known 
anywhere in the Western 
hemisphere. 


Reaction 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 10 Sep 86 p 5 


[Text ] 


BRIDGETOWN, Sept. 9, Cana — THE BARBADOS 
ADVOCATE newspaper called today on Prime Minis- 
ter, Errol Barrow, to identify the religious sects which 


32 


BARBADOS 











/9274 
CSO: 


3298/002 





ne harshly criticised, Friday, in an address to the 
General Assembly of the > ae 
Churches (CCC). 


Mr Barrow had said foreign religious sects should not 
pg tn ae pg and be suber- 
sive, noted t most of them originated 
United States. a 


Da en de sal 
invitation to those intolerant of other persons’ religions 
to declare war on those they do not like,” the paper said. 
in its editoral. ! 


Historical Examples 


The advocates said history was full of examples of 
religious intolerance, and and the harm it had done to so 


It seems to us that what the Prime Minister is talking; 
about is not subversive tions, but religious: 


osganisations which he not favour,” adaeeel 


Ot cetietiens aici baunsuente 
careful that no one takes it upon himself or herself to 
determine what religious beliefs are to be permitted, so 
ee * the editorial 
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BARBADOS 


BRIEFS 


DLP ELECTIONS--Deputy Prime Minister Mr Erskine Sandiford has been elected as 
one of four vice presidents of the ruling Democratic Labour Party which held 
the first day of its 3lst annual conference yesterday. The election of of- 
ficers took place for a number of offices with Prime Minister and political 
leader Mr Errol Barrow being re-elected unvpposed as party president. Brothers 
Mr Keith Simmons, who is Health Minister, and Dr Erskine Simmons along with 
with Agriculture Minister Mr Warwick Franklin were all elected as vice presi- 
dents. For the fourth consecutive year Mr Pedro Welch was returned as the 
party's General Secretary with Mr David Thompson, a member of the Young Demo- 
crats, being elected as his assistant. Minister of Public Service Senator 
Harcourt Lewis who took over as party treasurer following the sudden death 
early this year of Horatio Cooke was returned to the post. [Excerpt] 
[Bridgetown BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 1 Sep 86 p 1] /9274 


RWU ELECTIONS-—Mr David Giles has been re-elected President General of the 
Barbados Workers‘ Union (BWU)., Mr Giles, president of the Telephone Company 
Division of the BWU, retained his position at the BWU's 45th Annual Delegates 
Conference held last Saturday, by comfortably beating challenger Mr Gordon 
"Ricky" Parris of the Berger Paints Division, The three vice-presidents, 
were also re-elected, They are Mr Keith Reid of the General Post Office; Mr 
Anthony Prince of the Transport Board; and Mr Parris, The treasurer, Mr Denis 
Gibbs, was returned unopposed. The General Secretary, Senator Frank Walcott, 
holds his position "at the pleasure" of the union, Mr Ryvan Humphrey of Clarke 
and Tucker and Mr Chester Forde of the Caribbean Confectionery were elected 

to the Executive Council. The following were re-elected to the Council: 
Mici...21 Alleyne, Byron Jackman, Lelia Campbell and Deighton King (Transport 
Board); Hugh Arthur, Joseph Boyce and Dorothy Williams (Public Service); 
Philip Bostic and Delores Hunte (Hote! Industry); Charles Davis (Sugar Indus- 
try); Erwin Carew, Antonio Downes, Ashton Turney, Ulric Lynch and Frank Howard 
(Barbados Port Authority); and Eoskine Durant (BET). [Excerpt] [Bridgetown 
BARBADOS ADVOCATE in English 2 Sep 86 p 1} /9274 


MAY DAY CHANGE-~Barbadians will again be celebrating May Day on May 1 from next 
year, Prime Minister Errol Barrow has restored the holiday to the traditional 
date three years after the Barbados Labour Party (BLP) administration changed 
it to the first Monday in May. He made the announcement yesterday at the end 
of his address to the 45th delegates conference at the Barbados Workers' Union 
at its headquarters, Solidarity House. The announcement was greeted with loud 
applause from unionists and other guests at the 9 a.m. function. In making 
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the change on May 16, 1983, then Minister of Labour, le Bradshaw, said 
Government considered the proposed change would not only be more convenient, 
but would also ensure a long weekend that would be of benefit to workers 
and the public, The change, which was not supported by the unions, took 
effect in 1984, The Democratic Labour Party (then in Opposition) had 
criticised the move and promised to restore the holiday to the traditional 
date, [Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 31 Aug 86 p 1] /9274 
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BRAZIL 


"COLLISION OF INTERESTS' AT GATT DISCUSSED 
PY190239 Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 17 Sep 86 p 4 
[Editorial: "For the National Industry”] 


[Text] The GATT Conference in Punta del Este is a challenge to Brazilian 
diplomacy. This challenge is, by the way, closely related to the problems our 
diplomacy had to face during President Jose Sarney's visit to the United 
States. 


During that visit, President Ronald Reagan brought up, at the outset and 
without protocol, the question of opening the Brazilian market to trade with 
his country, placing the question in the context of free enterprise. 
President Jose Sarney firmly countered with a more rational and equitable 
solution to the U.S. internal problems that lie behind the U.S. President's 
position. 


The GATT Conference, in which the developed countries led by the United States 
participate, transfers that problem from the restricted bilateral forum in 
which it was discussed last week to the multilateral forum of GATT, which is 
an international organization that was created to promote international trade 
as much as possible, and to prevent as much as possible interference by 
governments in the flow of goods and services. 


Establishing some sort of safeguard against the commercial disorder the world 
witnessed in the years following the 1929 crisis was a good intention. It is 
naive, however, in the 20th century, when the world has been divided into 
spheres of influence, the gap separating the developed countries and the poor 
countries has widened, and especially when the confrontation between 
ideologies has intensified to believe that such an intention is sufficient to 
deal with rigidity on the one hand, and insecurity, indecision, and even 
incoherence on the other. 


Thus, international organizations like GATT have evolved into parliaments for 
political battles, where negotiations, accommodations, and conciliations 
achieved through the greater or lesser ability of the interlocutors prevail 
instead of smoothly reached agreements. 


The Brazilian interest is well known: We cannot stop producing what our 
development requires--and requires urgently--just because there are other 
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countries in the world that can at this time produce it better than we can. 
Should a formula contrary to this interest prevail, only the abominable 
division between the haves and the have-nots will have been definitively 
established. In line with that interest, we have a well-defined strategy in 
the National Development Plan I of the New Republic, intended to ensure the 
expansion of the nation's industry. 


This innovative strategy sets a new pattern of industrialization to 
incorporate as fast as possible whatever is necessary for our technological 
progress, thus making economic growth possible, while keeping inflation under 
control and producing trade surpluses. Of course, this pattern of economic 
development will inevitably given priority to high-technology industries like 
computers, microelectronics, advanced chemistry, and precision mechanics. 


But the Reagan government, under strong internal pressure to reduce the huge 
U.S. trade deficit--which is larger than Brazil's foreign debt--is seeking 
alternatives to the protectionism that is increasingly defended by the U.S. 
Congress. One such alternative is to make more room for those sectors in 
which U.S. industry is dynamic, where the relative advantage is in their 
favor. And the best forum from which Ronald Reagan can press his case is 
GATT, naturally. He wants GATT rules to regulate sectors which have not been 
covered by those rules up until now--services and computers, among others. 


That is the collision of interests that will test our diplomacy in Punta del 
Este. On the Brazilian side, the interest is vital, not merely economic or 
strategic. On the U.S. side, the interest is political, to overcome 
circumstantial problems. On the Brazilian side, the interest is to overcome 
structural obstacles. On the U.S. side, the interest, which represents one of 
many options, is to find a solution to short-term difficulties. 


Certainly, our representatives at Punta del Este will keep in mind that 
profound difference of interests, defending our new industrialization policy 
and our national industry. 
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BRAZIL 


DAILY NOTES VIEWPOINTS ON DEBT NEGOTIATION 
PY170121 Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO in Portuguese 13 Sep 86 p 3 


[From the "Notes and Information” page, editorial entitled: "Dialogue Which 
Has Fallen on Deaf Ears in the United States"] 


[Text] Diplomacy certainly cannot go along with the disclosure of talks which 
can be harsh but not public. Breaking with a traditional practice, President 
Jose Sarney insisted on disclosing the tone of discussions between Brazilian 
and U.S. officials. To his hosts, no doubt, the details of the discussions 
should have remained secret and subject to diplomatic understandings. With 
his gesture, the Brazilian president took the risk of closing all doors. 
However, he took a calculated risk, seeking political and electoral 
advantages. 


The United States--which does not attach as much importance as Brazil does to 
the latter's surplus in their bilateral trade--cannot conceive nor accept that 
the Brazilian Government should decide on its own to modify international 
rules. With much diplomatic tact, the U.S. representatives did not openly 
talk to Brazilian representatives of the need for our country to get clearance 
from the IMF. Nevertheless, that demand is implicit in the position assumed 
by the U.S. Government. Perhaps because we do not understand that demand, the 
dialogue with our main trade partner (26.5 percent of our exports were 
consigned to the United States, 20 percent of our imports originated in the 
United States, and 34 percent of our surplus last year accrued from this 
bilateral trade) is putting in jeopardy the renegotiation of our foreign debt. 


We can blame the United States for the increase of interest rates in the 
international market, since this increase was caused by the U.S. budget 
deficit. This deficit is responsible for the floating of U.S. public debt 
instruments which, are partly bought by foreign investors, who still rely on a 
currency that is depreciating. Nonetheless, we have to recognize the efforts 
made by the Washington government to pare that deficit, to lower both internal 
and external interest rates (pressuring the Federal Republic of Germany), and 
to devalue its own currency. 


In view of those quite high interest rates, we indeed should seek a negotiated 
compensation (and, at the same time, set an example of austerity in the 
management of our own public finances). That compensation is viable through 
the reduction of spreads, the consolidation of amortizations over a longer 
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period of time, the capitalization of interests, or the obtention of new 
loans. However, to obtain such compensation, we have to resolve the question 
of our relationship with the IMF. 


Very diplomatically, the hosts of the Brazilian delegation mentioned that we 
have to honor our commitments with the Paris Club, which is an umbrella group 
for official creditors of the industrialized world. In fact, the commercial 
creditor banks have a weighty argument: How can they be asked to offer better 
conditions to Brazil when the governments of their countries refuse to do so? 
A creditor commercial bank should undoubtedly count on the support from the 
respective government when it sees itself threatened by default by a debtor 
country like Brazil. 


After Finance Minister Dilson Funaro's statement in Buenos Aires saying that 
Brazil has decided to set a maximum ceiling of 2.5 percent of our GDP to 
service our foreign debt, which implies real liquid transfer of funds 
overseas, the risk of default is not imaginary. The Central Bank president 
explained that such a decision was a necessary condition to start negotiations 
with creditor banks, but only a working proposition. It will be hard to 
convince creditors that it is not really more than a working proposition. 


It is known, however, that if the Paris Club (in which Brazil participates as 
a creditor to Poland as well as other Latin American countries) would be 
willing to offer extremely favorable conditions (consolidation of the debt and 
interests capitalization) to a debtor country like Brazil, it will have to 
observe an absolutely inviolable rule of not negotiating with a country that 
has not signed a stand-by agreement with the IMF. Brazil is free not to 
accept the interference of an international organization in its economic 
policy, but, in that case, it will not be able to renegotiate its official 
debt and will have to honor its commitments, servicing the debt principal and 
interests within the previously agreed on period of time. This was pointed 
out by U.S. Treasury Secretary James Baker III, who proposed a plan, which was 
given his name, for a broad cooperation between official and private 
creditors. However, the Baker Plan can only be implemented if the debtor 
country has a signed agreement with the IMF. 


The United States is not asking Brazil to reduce its trade surplus (it only 
requested more openings in some sectors of our economy), but that it should 
create a climate in which the servicing of the foreign debt can be alleviated 
through a clearance from the IMF. However, our government does not want to 
consider this eventual clearance. Hence, this is a dialogue which has fallen 
on deaf ears. 


President Jose Sarney was visited by IMF director-manager Jacques de 
Larosiere. In the 10 minute visit, President Sarney did not have time for an 
in-depth discussion of Brazil's relationship with the IMF, but before 
receiving that protocol visit, he found out whether Finance Minister Dilson 
Funaro and Central Bank President Fernao Bracher had talked with Jacques de 
Larosiere. The director-manager of the IMF tried to explain that the IMF is 
not the monster it is made out to be to the Brazilian people, and that it 
would be easy for Brazil to reach an agreement with it--particularly after the 
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Cruzado Plan was implemented--provided efforts are made to reduce the internal 
deficit--which, by the way, we all know is unavoidable. 


In analyzing the Brazilian version of the secret talks held in the United 
States, we have the right to ask if during that trip, an effort was made to 
really find a solution, or if it was only used to stoke up an electoral 
campaign in which the United States is depicted as Brazil's number one enemy. 
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BRAZIL 


DEBT RENEGOTIATION ACCORD SOUGHT IN EUROPE 


PY161944 Brasilia Radio Nacional da Amazonia Network in Portuguese 1000 GMT 
16 Sep 86 


[Text] Planning Minister Joao Sayad has said that Brazil will try to reach an 
accord with its creditors on the multi-annual renegotiation of its foreign 
debt. He added that the objective of the accord is to devise a formula to 
prevent interest-rate fluctuation. 


[Begin Lourival Macado relay] The visit by Finance Minister Dilson Funaro and 
Central Bank President Fernao Bracher to Europe is part of the Brazilian 
Government's effort to reduce the currency drain caused by the servicing of 
the foreign debt, which now stands at approximately $105 billion. 


The minister said that Brazil will propose to transform part of the debt into 
risk capital or to reduce the interest and eliminate the “spread” [in 
English], which burdens the loans granted to countries with a stagnant 
economy. 


[Begin Sayad recording] Brazil wants to promote its commercial relations with 
the rest of the world, that is, we want to increase our exports and imports. 
Yet our country cannot promote its international trade because of the foreign 
debt. We believe the foreign debt has already caused too much delay, because 
Brazil has punctually paid interest rates that are quite high. Brazil does 
not deserve to be treated like a country in crisis, because its economy is 
rapidly growing. [end recording] 


The Brazilian strategy to reduce payments on the foreign debt from 5 to 2.5 
percent of its GNP and to use the remaining 2.5 percent for increasing its 
imports seeks to achieve an annual economic growth of at least 7 percent. 
Minister Sayad said that the government must carefully analyze the proposal to 
transform part of the debt into risk capital. In fact, with this formula, 
Brazil will no longer pay the 6 percent annual interest and will no longer 
reap the principal, but it will have to authorize remittances for 12 percent 
of the principal, in keeping with the profit remittance law. Sayad believes 
it is necessary to make an evaluation in order to choose the best proposal. 
{end relay] 


/12913 
CSO: 3342/3 


4] 











BRAZIL 


BRIEFS 


JOINT VENTURE ESTABLISHED--Belo Horizonte--A very crowded dinner, was offered 
by the Itaminas Group and by the Chinese Minnetals Company, at the Minas 
Gerais Touring Club to celebrate the signing of a contract between the two 
companies to establish the first Brazilian-Chinese “joint venture” [in 
English], involving investments totaling $12 million (166.08 million 
cruzados), 30 percent of which will be contributed by the Minnetals Company. 
Wang Yang, the president of the state-owned company--the second-largest 
company in China--Wang Yang, emphasized the importance of the joint venture 
with the Itaminas Company of which it has long been a trading partner, buying 
pig iron. Wang Yang said that the joint venture means a greater trade 
exchange with Latin America for the Minnetals Company and strengthens the 
bilateral relations between Brazil and China. Itaminas President Bernardo de 
Mello Paz spoke for the Itaminas Group. He emphasized the importance of the 
new enterprise, the Ita-Min, which was formed in six months, and the Minnetals 
company's interest in participating in new Itaminas projects in the Carajas 
region. Representing Governor Helio Garcia, Minas Gerais Industry and 
Commerce Secretary Francisco Guilherme Goncalves said that the joint venture 
is of very great importance because it paves the way for new deals between 
Chinese and Brazilians. [Text] [Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in Portuguese 19 Sep 
86 p 23 PY] /12913 


FIRM WINS CONTROL-~Brasilia--The Britanite Industries Quimicas Company, 
headquartered in Tres Barras township near Curitiba has become a majority 
stockholder of the Du Pont Explosives Company, which owns a factory near 
Rezende, in Rio de Janeiro State. The Britanite Industrias Quimicas Company 
now controls 59 percent of the Brazilian explosives market, and has become the 
largest explosives industrial complex in Latin America. The official 
announcement of the purchase will be made today. Brazilian military 
authorities were following the negotiations with some concern. The Explo 
Company, which is controlled by an American group, wanted to gain control of 
Du Pont's explosives division. If it had succeeded 51 percent of the 
explosives market, including the Armed Forces, would have been in the hands of 
a single foreign-owned enterprises The Britanite Industrias Qumicas Company 
has civilian and military product ‘lines, including anti-tank and anti- 
personnel mines, which are exported to South American and Middle East 
countries, and training mortar projectiles--which are even sold to Great 
Britain. [Text] [Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 15 Sep 86 p 15 PY] 
/12913 
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MILITARY DISSATISFACTION WITH LOW SALARIES--Air Force Minister Otavio Moreira 
Lima today issued a note on military salaries. In the note he admits that 
noncompliance with the Cruzado Plan has resulted in price increases for some 
items of the family basket. He notes that this affects not only the military 
but also the entire Brazilian society, which along with the government, is 
responsible for controlling inflation. Regarding the statement issued by some 
military men who have expressed dissatisfaction with low salaries, the Air 
Force minister said that this is a new maneuver to make the Armed Forces break 
their commitment to safeguarding the full exercise of the democratic powers 
that are constitutionally established. [Text] [Brasilia Domestic Service in 
Portuguese 2200 GMT 19 Sep 86 PY] /12913 


SARNEY MAKES 'ERRORS'--There is a crisis in Itamaraty as a result of the 
mistakes made during President Jose Sarney's trip to the United States, 
mistakes which are considered basic errors, incompatible with our tradition. 
Four basic mistakes have been identified: 1. No arrangement was made to 
provide an interpreter trusted by the president. The task was left to the 
U.S. Government. 2. The president was allowed to deliver his speech in 
English. Had it not been for that stubbornness, Sarney could have responded 
directly and immediately to Reagan's harsh statement, which took him by 
surprise. Sarney not only had to wait until later to respond, but also had to 
respond to Secretary of State George Shultz, who holds a lower rank. 3. 
Reagan should have been forced to read his speech first. 4. Allowing the 
president to use poetic language in a country whose pragmatic culture which 
practically does not know expressions such as “twin souls.” [From the 
Political Column: “The Four Errors"] [Text] [Rio de Janeiro 0 GLOBO in 
Portuguese 13 Sep 86 p 4 PY] /12913 


ARRESTED CHILEAN'S FAMILY HELPED--Brasilia, 16 September (AFP)--An official 
spokesman said today that the Brazilian Foreign Ministry (Itamaraty) has 
instructed its embassy in Santiago, Chile, to offer Brazilian citizen Leila 
Gebrim de Hales, and her two sons, both of whom are minors, and who are also 
Brazilian citizens, all the assistance and protection she needs. Leila 
Gebrim's husband is Patricio Hales, a Chilean citizen, who was arrested in 
Santiago after the enforcement of the state of siege on 7 September. It was 
noted here that Hales acted as the spokesman of the Chilean communist party 
within the People's Democratic Movement (MDP). Acting Itamaraty spokesman 
Fernando Melo Barreto said that we have told (Leila and her sons) that they 
can stay in the Brazilian Embassy in Santiago if she feels their lives are in 
danger. Melo Barreto added that our embassy in Santiago is following the 
situation concerning Mrs Hales and her sons closely. We have instructed the 
embassy to grant her all the assistance and protection she needs. [Text] 
[Paris AFP in Spanish 0055 GMT 17 Sep 86 PY] /12913 


FIRST COFFEE IMPORTS--This is a historical fact. Brazil is importing coffee 
for the first time since (Francisco Pallieta) planted the first specimen of 
this rubiaceous tree in Brazil. The government believes that it is necessary 
to import coffee to increase the stock. Industry and Commerce Minister Jose 
Hugo Castelo Branco is negotiating the purchase of at least 1,500,000 70 kg 
bags in London. The minister said that this will be a good deal for our 
country because prices in Brazil are a lot higher than on the world market. 
[Text] [Sao Paulo Radio Bandeirantes in Portuguese 1600 GMT 16 Sep 86 PY] 
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CHILE 





HAVANA CLAIMS ARSENALS INVENTED, CIA BEHIND ATTACK 


PA111914 Havana International Service in Spanish 2300 GMT 10 Sep 86 


[“Analysis on the 13 Years of Repression Staged by the Chilean Dictatorship of 
Augusto Pinochet:” read by Norberto Hernandez] 


[Text] The fascist Chilean regime, which on 11 September will mark its 13th 
year in power, in the past hours has increased repression to the levels of 
brutality and blatancy that characterized the days preceding the military coup 
against the Salvador Allende government. The scenes of policemen raiding the 
homes of opposition figures, whose bodies are discovered later with evident 
signs of merciless violence have returned. Such was the case with the 
journalist Jose Carrasco, professor Fernando Vidaurrazaga, and the mechanic 
Felipe Rivera, beaten, forced out of their homes, and later murdered. 
Pinochet had undoubtedly been trying for a long time to increase violence to 
set into motion his age-old, unsuccessful thesis: terror stops all 
manifestations of protest. To do this, he recently invented a lie about the 
discovery of immense arsenals in the Chilean coastal region sent to the 
resistance by alleged foreign powers. 


The dictator Pinochet used the attempt against his life, carried out only 48 
hours ago, as the pretext to reinstate the state of siege, completely suppress 
freedom of expression, increase violence, and even to attack the foreign press 
corps accredited in Chile. Along with the state of siege, the tyrant invoked 
a fascist degree granting him full powers to repress all expressions of 
protest without qualm. 


Thus far no group has claimed responsibility for the attack against Pinochet. 
While some observers believe it was carried out by left-wing sectors, others 
think it was the CIA. Those supporting the latter thesis substantiate it by 
explaining that Washington is worried about Pinochet's intransigence in the 
face of his country's social and political crisis, which could lead to a mass 
upheaval that the United States would be unable to control. They compared the 
situation with Washington's elimination of Dominican dictator Rafael Leonidas 
Trujillo, once the self-styled benefactor of the country ceased to be useful 
to imperialism's concerns. 


In any case, the increase of repression is an unequivocal symptom of the 
inevitable demise of the Chilean dictatorship. 
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CHILE 


CLANDESTINE PRINT SHOPS DISCOVERED, MATERIALS SEIZED 


Police Raid Two Facilities 
PY172338 Santiago Radio Chilena in Spanish 1700 GMT 17 Sep 86 


[Text] Five men and one woman were arrested in a clandestine printing house 
at 650 Eleuterio Ramirez Street during a raid conducted by Carabineros and 
security personnel today at 0930. It was reported that 100,000 pamphlets were 
seized in the place as well as several issues of EL SIGLO newspaper printed by 
offset. The newspapers were found along with instructions to manufacture 
explosives and literature from the Manuel Rodriguez Patriotic Front [FPMR] and 
the Communist Party. 


Police sources also said that a similar raid was carried out today at 1100 at 
537 Roberto Espinoza Street. Carabineros police had received a robbery report 
notice and they were thus able to find a clandestine printing house. No 
people were arrested in this latter place, but printed material similar to the 
one found in Eleuterio Ramirez were also found. 


Official Report on Raided Printing Shop 
PY130111 Santiago Radio Portales Network in Spanish 2330 GMT 12 Sep 86 


[Text] The office of the Valparaiso emergency zone commander this afternoon 
reported the names of the seven people who were arrested on 11 September in 
connection with the discovery of a clandestine printing shop in upper 
Valparaiso. The authorities have thus provided all the information concerning 
this case. 


According to the official report, the printing facilities operated from 550, 
Guillermo Rivera Street on Valparaiso's Yuncay hill. The house was the 
residence of Communist Party member (Erika Animet) Hermossilla Gallardo, 36, 
married, employee of the San Judas Tadeo Church. Her political alias was 
(Marilo). An electric mimeograph machine, a paper cutter, (?mimeograph) 
paper, a mimeograph roller, several multigraph ink flasks, a box with manual 
types, an unspecified number of leaflets with propaganda against the 
government and the Armed Forces, and political documents of the outlawed 
Communist Party were found in the house. 
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The following persons were arrested in the house: Manuel Segundo Cortes 
Arancibia, 58, employee, Manuel Guillermo Pinto Pizarro, 22, employee, 
Valparaiso Catholic University student Francisco Estanislao Borges Valdez, 23, 
and Playa Ancha university student Marcela Paz Cortes Torres, 21. 


Valparaiso Catholic University student Jacqueline del Pilar (Dekaar) Barrios, 
22, and Jimena Adriana Gatica Cardemil, 22 unemployed, were detained as they 
were about to enter the house. They were bringing material for the printing 
facilities. 
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CHILE 


MAGAZINE EXPRESSES DOUBTS ON ARSENALS 
PY161443 Santiago CAUCE in Spanish 25-31 Aug 86 pp 34, 35 


{Article by Airel Poblete entitled: “The Doubts About the Arsenal or the 
Doubtful Arsenal” ] 


[Text] “The Puma helicopter came from the coast and it landed on the 
Panamerican Highway. There were three military trucks, two of them with 
trailers. The helicopter, which never stopped its engine, took off lifting 
large metal cylinders. It flew to our right toward Carrizal Bajo.” 


This operation which was described by a witness who did not want his name 
revealed occurred at 1930 on 25 February, five months before the arms which 
were labeled by the CNI [National Intelligence Center] as “the most important 
find of the decade” were found. 


This is what the witness saw: 


“I was with my family traveling from El Salvador to Santiago. In Copiapo I 
took the Panamerican Highway. We were about halfway between Copiapo and 
Vallenar when the first helicopter appeared. The fact that the helicopter 
landed on the highway caught my attention. Another one had just taken off and 
headed toward the coast. About 50 meters from the helicopter a few soldiers 
were stopping traffic. The cylinders were next to the trucks. The soldiers 
unloaded boxes and placed them into the cylinders. The helicopter then took 
off lifting the cylinders. When the guards were not looking, my wife picked 
up her Kodak camera and took some pictures. Only one came out good. She did 
it without malice, only for a souvenir. I now ask myself, what were those 
helicopters doing there? I know that area very well. The closest military 
unit is the Engineers Regiment in Copiapo. There were no military exercises 
at that time. They did everything quickly, they were in a hurry.” 


[Poblete] Are you sure they were soldiers? 


[Witness] Yes, it was a Puma Army helicopter. I know the helicopter because 
I was in the military in the north. 


[Poblete] Did you see any conscripts during the operation? 


[Witness] They were regular soldiers. There was no one with his head shaved. 
The difference can be seen immediately. 
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The question asked by the witness is not the only one that could be asked. 
There are other questions on issues such as the area chosen by the alleged 
extremists for the gigantic operation to put the arms ashore from a ship, and 
to hide and transfer 60,000 kg of arms and explosives clandestinely. 


The mistakes made by the alleged extremists are many. Perhaps too many. . . 


1. Carrizal Bajo is located between two important road controls. It is 
obvious that the arsenal had to be transferred to important urban centers. 
However, moving the arsenal to Santiago would require going under the noses of 
the policemen stationed at the Juan Soldado check point (8 km north of La 
Serena). Moving it north toward Antofagasta would require going through the 
La Negra checkpoint. The two checkpoints cannot be avoided. 


2. Putting the large arms cargo ashore would involve going through an area of 
heavy maritime traffic. The South African Playa Blanca Fishing Company alone 
operates eight radio equipped ships in the area. This area is also covered by 
the radar system of the Naval Bases of San Felix and San Ambrosio, which are 
located off Chanaral. The Zodiac boats which are equipped with small outboard 
motors cannot go very far and their cargo capacity is not very large. 
Therefore, the “Soviet”™ ships would have to get within 15 km of the coast. In 
cther words, they would have to enter a corridor used by all the ships passing 
in that area. In addition to that, Carrizal Bajo is the only populated area 
in 150 km of coastline. 


Why would they disembark there? 


3. Coming ashore at that point would mean being enclosed between the 
mountains and the sea. The only places to land are in two rough areas: The 
one approaching Carrizal Bajo and the one approaching Totoral. There are 
small lots east of those rough areas. The people living there are very 
curious about what goes on, and the only road goes through their property. 


4. Hiding arms and explosives in that area would be very complicated. It is 
a mining area visited by hundreds of prospectors. They move around freely and 
enter any underground mines without notice. Also the military patrols that 
monitor the miners" use of explosives like to make unexpected visits to that 
area. There is strict regulation in this regard, and the Army is in charge of 
enforcing it. 


5. Despite the magnitude of the arms discoveries and the existence of 
"extremists on the run,” the buses that go through the Third Region are not 
subject to any control. 


6. In conclusion, in view of the commotion caused by the findings, why has 
the government not asked for the appointment of a special judge to conduct an 
investigation? 


As we go to press, arsenals continue to appear in Santiago like magic. The 
"most expensive” weapon among the findings was the M-60, the powerful and 
light U.S.-made machinegun. They were discovered hidden in Penaflor, Paine, 
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and La Pintana. There were also dozens of M-16 rifles and TOW rocket 
launchers. 


According to the official report, the new arsenals were discovered thanks to a 
“study of the documents found in Carrizal Bajo, Coleta Corral and other areas 
of the Third Region.” 


In other words, the “extremists” not only lost tons of arms and explosives 
intact but they also lost the address of their accomplices in the capital. 


What should be questioned is the origin of the weapons. The 5.56-mm M-16 
rifle made by Colt Firearms Company was used in Vietnam by U.S. troops and by 
its puppet South Vietnamese regime. After their defeat, thousands of these 
rifles fell into the hands of the Viet Cong. However, the guerrillas 
preferred to keep their excellent Ak-47S and the M-l6s were sold at a good 
price on the international arms market. Therefore, the U.S. experts whom the 
government asked to inspect the arms will have no problems in recognizing them 
as their own. They may even remember the bad Vietnamese experience when those 
rifles jammed in the heat of battle. 


So far the only casualties from this particular war with the Soviet Union 
(declared by Admiral Merino himself) were two reporters: The director of 
ULTIMAS NOTICIAS Hector Olave Vallejos and the editor of the same newspaper 
Jaime Adaro. 


They were both asked to resign on 14 August when the newspaper published a 
poll conducted by Jaime Adaro among some young members of the CIDEC [expansion 
unknown]. The idea was to get their opinion of the arsenal, and the majority 
said that it was "a circus...” 


Oddly enough the poll in question, which was published in the Current Report 
column of LAS ULTIMAS NOTICIAS, was conducted long before 8 am [sentence as 
published] 


It was reported that the resignation of Hector Olave was demanded by a 
commission com[rising of “prominent” people who evaluate press behavior. The 
commission is made up of CNI Chief Humberto Gordon, the undescribably Minister 
Cuadra and others. 


At any rate the line that the press would have to follow in reporting about 
the arsenals was given by LA NACION. In its editorial on page 17 LA NACION 
called on the people “not to be deceived by the opposition media, which 
through commentaries and news in the last few days have been giving the idea 
that the findings are a farce..." And you well know dear readers that CAUCE 
appears on Monday and that we were the first to question the government 
report. 
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CHILE 


POLICE TO INVESTIGATE MURDERS OF KIDNAP VICTIMS 
PY162024 Santiago Domestic Service in Spanish 1700 GMT 16 Sep 86 


[Text] A special group has been created to investigate the murders committed 
by an unknown commando. It is believed that only two weapons were used to 
commit the four crimes, which will alsc be investigated by a special judge. 


The director of the Investigative Police, General Fernando Paredes, has in the 
last few hours ordered the creation of a special group of investigators under 
the coordination of Investigative Police Deputy Director Carlos Meyer to 
conduct a quick and thorough investigation of the murders committed by an 
unknown armed group. 


The four murders, which were committed after the victims had been kidnapped, 
occurred on 8 and 9 September in the metropolitan area and involved a 
reporter, an electrician, a teacher, and an accountant. The victims have been 
identified by the police as reporter Jose Carrasco Tapia, electrician Felipe 
Rivera, teacher Fernando Vidaurrazaga, and accountant Abraham MustkatbLlie. 


Witnesses have reported that the group comprises seven or eight individuals 
who wear ski masks and ride in two vehicles. They all seem to act under the 
orders of a tall and well built man of about 35 years of age who carries a sub 
machine gun in his left hand, which does not necessarily mean that the man is 
left handed. 


The special police group is made up of 12 experienced homicide investigators, 
and includes a detective and an expert who will probably be the well known 
Doctor Alberto Teke who is a retired specialist in criminal cases. 


Great progress has already been made on the investigation of the bullets taken 
out of the four bodies. The investigation indicates that no more than two 
weapons were used in the murders. It has also been reported that the 
Appellate Court of Santiago will probably appoint tomorrow a special judge to 
investigate the four murders which have created great commotion in the 
country. 


/12913 
CSO: 3348/5 


50 











CHILE 


BRIEFS 


ACTIVIST CAPTURED WITH EXPLOSIVES--Rancagua--National Intelligence Center 
[CNI] personnel captured a member of the terrorist Manuel Rodriguez Patriotic 
Front [FPMR] in the Sixth Region. The public relations department of the 
intendant of the Sixth Region reported that CNI personnel yesterday brought 
before the Cachapoal judge advocate Juan Miguel Avendano Tapia, I.D. card No. 
6 ,668,304-4 issued in Vina del Mar. Avendano Tapia lives at 127 Estado 
Street, Nieto township of Vina del Mar. He is a member of the FPMR, which is 
the armed branch of the outlawed Communist Party. The official communique 
added that Avendano Tapia was arrested on the Pelequen-San Vicente road, near 
the Malloa crossroads and was found carrying four kgs of plastic explosive and 
eight meters of fuse with the obvious intention of blowing up ENDESA [National 
Electric Power Inc] pylons in the area. Four additional kilos of plastic 
explosive and 10 meters of fuse were found buried in Rengo later. [By Liliana 
Astudillo] [Excerpt] [Santiago EL MERCURIO in Spanish 13 Sep 86 p C7 PY] 
/12913 


FORMER MINISTER THREATENED--Former Minister Alejando Hales has received 
several telephone threats from the self-styled ACHA [expansion unknown, but 
known to be a rightist group] group in the last few days. The lawyer, who 
sits on the panel of the “Improvisando” program on Radio Chilena, told this 
newscast that the telephone threats started on 9 September and that he 
received two threats yesterday. Therefore, Alejandro Hales said that he has 
submitted the pertinent reports to the police. He said that in addition to 
these threats, his son, Patricio Hales, was arrested six days ago. Patricio 
Hales, and political and union leaders, are being held at the 3rd Carabineros 
police precinct. Alejandro Hales noted that in view of this I would like to 
reassert the appeal I have made on several occasions, a call for common sense. 
It is not through harassment, or threats that Chile will be able to achieve 
the so much needed social peace. Hales said that our family is very united, 
but at the same time we are very concerned over unjust actions such as 
Patricio's arrest. [Excerpts] [Santiago Radio Chilena in Spanish 1700 GMT 15 
Sep 86 PY] /12913 


CHARGES DROPPED AGAINST LEIGH--Santiago, 11 September (EFE)--The Chilean 
courts have decided to drop the charges against former Government Junta 
member, General Gustavo Leigh and 39 other persons in connection with the 
disappearance of 10 persons. The eight court of appeals of Santiago ruled on 
the 13th anniversary of the current Chilean military regime that the persons 
charged should be acquitted in keeping with the 1978 amnesty law. The ruling 
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of the appellate court withdrawing the charges against General Leigh and 39 
other persons, stated that the defendants benefit from the amnesty law issued 
in 1978. It adds that the records show that the alleged punishable actions of 
which the defendants are accused had been perpetrated during the state of 
siege in effect between 11 September 1973 and 10 March 1978. The amnesty law 
applies to this period. The appellate court also said that the amnesty law 
from which the defendants benefit “wipes away the crime leaving its 
perpetrator as if he had never committed it. Thus this amnesty law terminates 
not only the punishment that may have been applied but also the cases that may 
have been opened in the quest for such punishment.” [Excerpt] [Madrid EFE in 
Spanish 1549 GMT 11 Sep 86 PY] /12913 


FRESNO EXPRESSES SUPPORT-~-Santiago, 16 September (EFE)--Santiago Archbishop 
Cardinal Juan Francisco Fresno today gave his support to the employees of the 
Vicariate of Solidarity who are working in the defense of human rights 
following the recent kidnapping attempt against attorney Luis Toro, and the 
death threats received by some other workers of the ecclesiastic institution. 
A communique released by the Archbishop says that the Cardinal visited the 
offices of the Vicariate of Solidarity to personally express his concern and 
best wishes. Monsignor Fresno recalled Saint Peter's words: "Let us not 
return evil for evil, or insult for insult.” "You are the heirs of a 
blessing” the prelate said. He urged them to return evil with blessings, 
recalling that the apostles offered their lives as proof of their devotion to 
Christ. He asked them to bless those who wish to do them evil. Just two days 
ago, on 13 September, an unknown group tried to kidnap attorney Luis Toro of 
the Vicariate of Solidarity. The group tried to break into his house. Hours 
before, a sister of the lawyer received a telephone call threatening all the 
members of the Vicariate with death, singling out lawyer Toro as the first one 
to be killed. [Text] [Madrid EFE in Spanish 0250 GMT 17 Sep 86 PY] /12913 


SUPPORT FOR PINOCHET--Admiral Jose Toribio Merino, member of the government 
Junta and commander in chief of the Navy, has stated that President Pinochet, 
in his message yesterday, revealed "a clear political plan that will be 
implemented for the country's development.” Asked about the president's 
message at the Diego Portales Building, on the 13th anniversary of the 
military uprising, Adm Merino said that the president's words implied “a 
warning that not everything has been solved, and that the communism that is 
attacking him represents a serious danger.” General Fernando Matthei, 
government Junta Member and commander in chief of the Air Force, said that it 
was a speech appropriate for the circumstances, at a moment of decision.” He 
added: “We are ready to follow the path to democracy, but not to a 
defenseless democracy like the democracy we recovered from Marxism 13 years 
ago, when it was unable to solve its own problems. He went on to say that 
“the democracy we want is in our Constitution, and we are going to follow that 
path with no hesitation, and no attack is going to deviate us from that 
objective. We are led by the president of the republic who has the full 
support of the Armed Forces and of each commander in chief. In his speech the 
president has thus fully conveyed our ideas.” [Excerpt] [Santiago EL 
MERCURIO in Spanish 12 Sep 86 p C3 PY] /12913 
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EVANGELICALS SUPPORT PINOCHET--Santiago, 13 September (EFE)--The evangelical 
church council of clergymen has visited President Pinochet to express its 
support for him after the attack he suffered on 7 September. Bishop Javier 
Vasquez headed the evangelical delegation that went to visit Pinochet. Bishop 
Vasquez, who besides condemning the attacks committed against evangelical 
churches, reiterated that all protestant groups have confirmed that they will 
be represented at an Evangelical Te Deum to be celebrated on 14 September to 
which President Pinochet has been especially invited. [Text] [Madrid EFE in 
Spanish 1429 GMT 13 Sep 86 PY] /12913 
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COLOMBIA 


PC WILL NOT PARTICIPATE IN ATTORNEY GENERAL ELECTION 
PA122017 Bogota Television Service in Spanish 1730 GMT 12 Sep 86 
[Report by Ricardo Canon] 


[Text] The Conservative Party [PC] today officially announced that its 
representatives in the Chamber of Representatives will refrain from 
participating in the election of the attorney general on Tuesday. 


[Begin PC Secretary Hernando Barjuch recording] The National Conservative 
Directorate will issue a communique stating that, in Line with the country's 
tradition that the moral and fiscal control has always been carried out by a 
member of a party other than that of the president--a tradition respected by 
past presidents of the two parties--the PC will refrain from participating in 
the election of the attorney general at the Chamber of Representatives. That 
is the position the party has adopted and which will be recommended to the 
Conservative representatives. Regarding the presidential designate, each day 
brings its own problems, and at the appropriate time we will make our position 
known. [end recording] 


Another decision made by the Conservative Directorate today deals with the 
creation of the oversight groups or so-called shadow cabinet. 


[Begin recording] [Canon] How many groups will form this cabinet? 
[Barjuch] One group for each ministry, one for the National Department of 
Planning, and one for public services, intendencies, and commissariats. There 


will be approximately 15 groups. 
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COLOMBIA 


CONSERVATIVE PARTY DESIGNATES 'SHADOW CABINET' 
PA160213 Bogota Television Service in Spanish 1730 GMT 15 Sep 86 


[Excerpt] The designation of a shadow cabinet is part of the Conservative 
Party's opposition to President Virgilio Barco's government. The idea, 
however, is not new and did not originate in Colombia. Some European 
countries have been practicing it for years. In Colombia, the New Liberalism 
appointed the first shadow cabinet in 1982 to (?oppose) President Belisario 
Betancur's government. 


Conservative Party sources said the so-called shadow cabinet will not pose any 
obstacles or difficulties. Quite the contrary, it will ensure that the 
country will have immediate solutions for those problems not solved by the 
Liberal Party government. Gabriel Melo Guevara will keep watch on the 
operation of the Development Ministry. 


[Begin Melo Guevara recording] The Conservative Party has a number of 
proposals on development that have not been sufficiently disseminated. We 
will translate these proposals on development that have not been sufficiently 
disseminated. We will translate these proposals into 11 specific bills which 
will be introduced, but not as obstacle or the desire to prevent the 
government from operating. Quite the contrary, these proposals will be 
introduced as an alternative. [end recording] 


Just as in France or the United Kingdom, where the opposition is just as 
important as the government, in Colombia the Conservative Party will co-govern 
from the outside with a working team parallel to all levels and all aspects of 
the administration. Victor G. Ricardo will coordinate the operation of the 
group that will supervise the Government Ministry. 


{Begin Ricardo recording] Politically, it is important for the non-governing 
party to be aware of the country's situation, even to coordinate actions and 
present to the party board of directors the initiatives that the working group 
feels are convenient and necessary to be presented at the Congress through the 
parliamentarians. [end recording] 


The ruling party described this position as acceptable and recalled that 25 
years ago President Alfonso Lopez Michelsen was the first to propose the 
government-opposition combination. 


/12913 
CSO: 3348/1 


55 








CUBA 


EXERCISE IN DETECTION, DESTRUCTION OF ENEMY AIRCRAFT RECOUNTED 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 12 Jun 86 pp 24-27 
[Article by Domingo Orta; passages enclosed in slantlines printed in boldface] 


[Text] In the semidarkness of the antiaircraft defense command post, one can 
barely make out people's faces. There is a lot of noise, and a tangle of 
communication wiring, telephones, blackboards, diagrams, and booths of 
different types. Above all, decisions and verbal orders come from all corners 
of the room at once. Several people act at once on the basis of what is seen 
and heard. 


It is difficult to try to insert a new voice into this cacophony. Not even to 
ask a question. There is no alternative but to go along with the only 
possible information: "Silence! We are shooting down aircraft." 


Several meters underground, in the middle of a situation like the one 
described here, it is ironic to hear this warning. What's more, nowhere does 
there appear a single missile or artillery piece; the sky is a long way away, 
separated by a thick layer of concrete and vegetation. When we last saw the 
sky just a few minutes ago, there was no indication that any intruders were 
flying there. 


Is this a joke? 


Nevertheless, they insist that they are shooting down aircraft, and one has to 
believe them, 


Hidden Combat 


People usually think only of the visible part of the defense of troops against 
aerial attack: the weaponry emplaced in the ground and the men who operate it 
and enter into veritable duels with the winged enemy. Here, to be sure, ends 
the story of anyone trying to violate the Fatherland's airspace, but it begins 
earlier. 


This /story/ has telescopic eyes and radioelectronic ears; it surges like a 
lightning bolt through efficient warning systems, and reaches the command 
posts in a flash. Then begins the first battle... 
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/The light pen makes its marks on the transparent board. Some are small, 
others large; there are so many that it takes a skilled hand to draw them 
without everything turning into an illegible mess./ 


There are circles, curves and broken lines. These are the initial data on the 
aerial situation over the territory of the Central Army. Thus begins a new 
exercise involving chiefs and general staffs of various ranks, with the 
participation of some smal] units specializing in the defense of troops 
against aerial attack. 


The exercise is peculiarly similar to the real thing. The aircraft are really 
flying, and the small participating units have gone out into the field. 


The officials explain: "Every time a MIG takes off, we track it and indicate 
its path on the board. We assess the situation, make a decision, and give 
orders to the batteries. The command posts in the units also contact us if 
they detect the aircraft and if they ‘open fire’ on them. We corroborate 
their data in a command center. 


"When our information is correct, they let us know; that is a signal that /we 
have them in our hands,/ and when they see the positions from the air, they 
are considered destroyed." 


/And then what?/ 


Once again the index finger pressed perpendicular to the lips indicates that 
we must be quiet. The only thing to do is watch and listen, but the 
difference is that now, after that brief explanation, whatever is said and 
done is easier to understand. 


/The markings on the board are multiplying at a dizzying pace. There is 
hardly room for one more number. The hand with the light pen always finds 
more room, though. What admirable dexterity!/ 


The combat unit is all ears. "Four aircraft in the air!" announces the chief. 
The sonorous voices of command fill the workplace. 


Someone touches the keyboard of the intercom and reports. A moment of 
Silence, and from the other side comes the good news: That is correct! 


It is enough to look at everyone's faces to realize the significance of this 
phrase. It this were a real case, it would be tantamount to shouting at the 
top of one's lungs: "One enemy less!" 


"Speedy" 
One of the protagonists of the day is isolated behind the special transparent 


plastic screen. He wears earphones and is armed with a light pen. He is the 
boardman, 
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Approaching him is a bit complicated, interviewing him nearly impossible. If 
he removes the communications system from his ear, he runs the risk of missing 
some data, and anyone can imagine what /losing the trail/ of an attacking 
aircraft means to a command post. 


This fact makes him an important member of the combat unit. He is the first 
to receive the information and the last to erase it, which makes him a kind of 
ground-to-air translator. He receives the data in code, by groups of numbers, 
and processes them through the "computer" of his brain. Then he transforms 
them into dots and lines which appear on the screen with milimeter accuracy. 


He must overcome interferences, assimilate 18 to 21] digits to make one mark on 
his peculiar "blackboard," and be all ears, concentration, and serenity. 


He writes backwards with astounding skill] and precision, as if he had been 
born with that talent, which is so difficult for others to acquire. All this 
so that those on the other side can read "frontwards." 


Excellent handwriting, quick hands and mind, and a good memory are his 
principal virtues. There are two other virtues which we do not place in the 
Same category, because without them there could be no boardman. We are 
referring to the primary qualities: liking the job very much and remaining in 
constant training. 


The man in front of us deserves to be treated like a champion and is worthy of 
special admiration. He won the technical skills competitions in the Central 
Army, and was named to the FAR vanguard in the 1985 school year. 


Although his name is Mario Oreste Llano, some prefer to call him "Speedy." We 
became buddies. 


War of Surprises 


Two elements of surprise have always been sought since the beginning of the 
exercise: that of the airplanes and helicopters, which try to gather some 
clue from the air to discover the position of ground troops, and that of the 
units, which are well hidden and equally well prepared to open fire without 
warning. 


The goal is to see who does so first (according to the old saying, he who 
strikes first ...). 


It appears that the moment of truth is approaching. The chief of the battery 
turns back toward the command post, where the sound of engines can be heard. 
He pricks up his ears and shouts out: "Cover yourselves from above! 
Especially the sight blocks. Barrels at zero degrees!" 


Little movement can be seen after this order. All has been prepared well in 
advance, and the battery chief's notebook provides the best proof of that. 


The notes there take up several pages: 


"0400 hours: Repelled massive surprise air attack on unit... 
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"0420 hours: Occupied reserve firing position. Rescue maneuver. 
Antiaircraft protection for scattered units... 


"2000 hours: Reinforced antiaircraft defense of motorized infantry battalion 
deployed along attack line. Extend camouflage measures .. ." 


The distant noise comes closer and closer. There is no longer any doubt about 


what it is: The helicopter blades slice downward through the air, nearly 
flush with the ground. 


"Everyone hit the dirt! The photographer too!" 


The latter order, which we have not expected, immediately destroys the 
possibility of getting a picture of the "enemy" attack. 


Salvation comes on the second /pass,/ as we get an oppportunity to capture the 
battery's response... 


And as we press the shutter, we see through the lens that the small forest, 
obviously artificial, sprouts the muzzles of antiaircraft weapons, whose 
barrels seem to be trying to gobble down the fuselage of the "enemy" planes. 


Then we seem to hear once again the phrase that we heard so many times at the 
command post: "That is correct, too!" 
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CUBA 


MINESWEEPING PRACTICE IN WESTERN PORT 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 19 Jun 86 pp 42-43 


[Article by Fernando Davalos; passages enclosed in slantlines printed in 
boldface ] 


[Excerpts] The radio signal indicates that unidentified objects are being 
thrown into the access channels of a western port zone; if the suspicion that 
the enemy managed to mine part of this bay is confirmed, the movement of large 
mercantile, coastal and military vessels could be interrupted. 


The chief of the minesweeping squadron verifies this possibility with the 
higher command, and quickly gives the order to the ships that are on combat 
alert: /Clear the decks for minesweeping! / 


The commander, 22 years old, receives the warning and transmits the order to 
his crew; each crewmember runs to his battle station. 


The sailors on this ship, which is anchored in a little-known cove along the 
coast, are well aware of their mission and of its importance for the defense 
of the Fatherland. Their average age does not exceed 22 to 23 years, 
including the officers and young men fulfilling their Active Military Service. 
They are all in excellent health, have a calm attitude, and are skilled in the 
jobs assigned to them on board the ship. 


Lavastida is 21 years old and goes about his tasks with agility; he unties the 
lines securing the acoustic transmitter, and with the help of Roberto and 
Aguedo, guides it toward the water as it is hoisted. 


Sgt Maj Sergio Herrera is at the controls of the crane. 


The heavy transmitter, which has previously been attached to the haulage rope 
and the feeder cable, is gently placed in these cobalt-blue waters, which are 
now being agitated by the rumbling engines of the ship as they get underway. 
This equipment will assume the task of simulating the passage of one or more 
ships through the supposedly mined area, continuously and intermittently, to 
activate any acoustic mines that may be placed in the area and to blow them 


up. 
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The gunner, when all is ready for the towing, goes to the bow of the ship to 
operate his double-barreled gun, which is extremely agile and can serve as a 
formidable antiaircraft weapon. When the time comes, however, it will be used 
to shoot the contact mines that are forced to the surface as the minesweeper 
passes. 


Special] drags will cut the mooring of these obstacles which the enemy may have 
placed in the middle of the waters of the bay. Separated from their /buoys,/ 
the contact mines will come to the surface, and at that moment Aguedo's sharp 
shooting will] blow them up. 
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CUBA 


NEIGHBORHOOD MICROBRIGADE FORMED TO BUILD HOUSING, CLINIC 


Havana GRANMA in Spanish 19 Jun 86 p 1 


[Excerpts] In response to the appeal made by Commander in Chief Fidel Castro 
in his recent speeches to restore the microbrigade movement to its original 
concepts, it was reported yesterday that a microbrigade has been formed in 

the municipal capital of San Miguel del Padron for the construction of housing 
and social projects. 


That announcement was made in the course of an assembly held in the Cuban- 
Soviet Friendship premises with the participation of representatives of the 
administration, the party, union organizations, and the UJC of 107 labor 
centers in the territory that are involved in volunteer work on the construc- 
tion of 82 clinic-housing projects for family doctors. 


Next Monday, the new microbrigade comprised of 33 metallurgical workers of the 
Enrique Varona Company will begin to build one of the four child centers that 
the municipality has scheduled for 1987. 


The construction of four apartment buildings and one polyclinic will also 
begin in San Miguel del Padron this year by microbrigades from different work 
centers in the territory. 


The appeal of the Municipal Party Bureau, calling on the workers of San Miguel 
del Padron to carry out a broad mass movement that will give impetus and con- 
tribute to their incorporation in the microbrigades was announced at the 


assembly. 


The document proposes conducting until the 30th of the month the process of 
commitment and readiness on the part of the workers to join microbrigades in 
all [work] centers in the territory. 


In the course of the meeting, Balbino Fowler, municipal party first secretary, 
announced that the 82 clinic-housing projects for family doctors that are 
under construction in the territory (of the 506 that the Havana City Province 
will complete so that a like number of doctors can begin the novel and human 
[medical] care program in September) will be ready by mid-August. He re- 
ported also that 45 of that total will be completed before 26 July. 
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At the con iusion of the assembly, its participants went to Artistas Avenue 
between Passegeway A and Santos Garcia in San Miguel Heights to open the first 
clinic-nousing project completed in the municipality by the workers of Unit 11. 


In a conversation with Alfredo Alfonso Sierra of the Provincial Party Bureau, 
Balbino Fowler, and Nestor Marimon of the Provincial Executive Committee of 

the Pecple's Government, it was revealed that the doctor who will be assigned 
to this establishment next September will take care of 655 persons; that the 82 
clinics mentioned will complete the family doctor program for the areas of the 
Bernardo Posse and Wilfredo Perez polyclinics; and that the doctors who will 
work in them, together with the 12 who have been doing so since last year, will 
provide medical care to more than 65,000 inhabitants: 47 percent of the popu- 
lation of the municipality of San Miguel del Padron. 


8711/12859 
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CUBA 


POLICE ACTIVITIES DURING JULY CARNIVAL DESCRIBED 
Havana BOHEMIA in Spanish No 32 8 Aug 86 pp 4-5 
[Article by Jotape Garcia; photographs by Duquesne and Negrin] 


[Text] The Havana City carnival, which ended recently, may have been the most 
trouble-free in recent years; this was ensured by the performance of the 
National Revolutionary Police (PNR). This experience holds true for other 
parts of the country where similar popular festivals are held. 


Havana City became a gigantic party as hundreds of thousands of citizens of 
both sexes and all ages enjoyed the carnival celebrations in July. The 10-day 
festival honored the 33rd anniversary of the Assault on Moncada. Alongside 
the people, from whose ranks they have been selected and for whom they work, 
one could observe the reorganized forces of the National Revolutionary Police. 
They were there to guarantee that all entertainment was healthy, to protect 
people's physical and moral integrity, to assess each individual and each 
action, to guard against improper conduct, and to take vigorous measures 
against disobedience. 


Duquesne's lens, in constant motion, captured the complex system in which the 
forces and units of the People's Tribunals, the PNR, and other forces in 
support of the Ministry of the Interior (MININT) and the Ministry of the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces (MINFAR) were linked together, along witha new 
group: young people, students and workers, and children enrolled in martial 
arts schools. 


Among the technical operative apparatuses that were set up especially for this 
occasion were the Intake Centers, where the authorities took citizens who 
violated the rules of behavior, committed criminal acts, or were found in the 
possession of weapons, objects that could be used as weapons, or highly 
dangerous fireworks, or who were simply in a state of intoxication that could 
make them easy victims of thugs. 


Depending on the defendant's social characteristics, administrative fines were 


imposed for disturbing the peace, pursuant to Decree-Law 80. The defendants 
were given 15 days to pay the fine. 
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PHOTO CAPTTONS 


l. p 4 The photographic tour begins with the Central Command Post, as a 
superior officer is giving instructions on deploying the technical 
operative apparatuses, the special traffic regulation begins, 
activities are coordinated with the Carnival Organizing Committee, 
and preventive-corrective measures are taken against trouble- 
makers who take advantage of the merrymaking and the crowds to 
commit crimes and engage in unacceptable behavior. 


2. p 4 Attentive and vigilant, on guard against violations for 10 hours, 
with no rest and no room to move about, for 10 straight days the 
PNR demonstrated that the confidence placed in them and the firm 
conviction that they will] be "communist vanguards" will make them 
worthy heirs of those who became heroes at Giron. 


3. p 5. Your name, Citizen? What is your occupation? Do you know what you 
are accused of? Were you carrying that object that could be used 
as a weapon? Can you explain to the court what that object is 
used for? Have you been arrested on other occasions for the 
possession of weapons whose sole purpose is to cause injuries and 
even to cause a homicide? These are some of the questions asked 
in court. Of the defendant's answers, the most important was: 
"Yes, that object is mine, and I use it to defend myself against 
those who are in the habit of attacking peaceful citizens." 


4. ps. As early as Wednesday 23 July, just a few hours after the carnival 
began, at the Intake Center of the Paseo del Prado dancing area 
authorities had confiscated knives, switchblades, razor blades, 
converted screwdrivers, objects that could be used as weapons. . . 


>» fd At the Intake Centers, in a separate place, the People's Municipal 
Court in this jurisdiction holds sessions to hear, study, 
prosecute and punish criminal acts with up to 9 months in prison. 
Mach sentence is imposed provisionally, so that the defendant can 
carry out the corresponding appeal during the following 3 working 
days. 


6. p5. Two female comrades, a worker and a student, satisfied at having 
done their duty, lead away a citizen whom they arrested in the 
middle of a tumultuous fight. The girls are outstanding students 
at a martial arts school. 


8926 
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CUBA 


PROFILE OF BLACK CENTRAL COMMITTEE ALTERNATE, MEMBER 
Havana VERDE OLIVO in Spanish 22 May 86 pp 56-57 
[Article by Aida Quintero Dip] 


[Text] When Reynaldo Larduet Despaigne heard he had been elected an alternate 
member of the Party Central Committee, he said to himself: "How great this 
Revolution is, and the Party headed by Fidel!" 


"My surprise and emotion are justified; it was a great honor for a simple 
lathe operator to receive such recognition in a country where there are so 
many worthy party activists with more than enough merits and virtues to enter 
this political body." 


As a member of the Council of Representatives, this 39-year-old man was one of 
the first to read the list of candidates. As he read his name, still in a 
state of shock, he felt his comrades hugging him and expressing their 
affection for him. 


This was his first time attending a Congress, and to make matters better, it 
was the most important in the nation. 


"I hardly slept that night; all I could think about was how to earn the 
confidence that had been placed in such a humble man as myself." 


Simple Lathe Operator 


Reynaldo is a daily example of high productivity in the Jesus Suarez Gayol 
Workshop of the Santiago Geology Enterprise, which made the national vanguard 
2 years in a row and hopes to win this honor a third time. 


Since 1970 he has been working for this center, which he credits for his real 
proletarian education, "Because that was where I began to take a greater 
interest in matters related to production and workers." 


He also served there as secretary general of the Union of Young Communists 
(UJC) Steering Committee, and in 1975 he joined the ranks of the Party. 
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lis first labor experience was as a carpenter's assistant, and then he went to 
work for a plant that made prefabricated construction units. He stayed there 
until he went to complete his Active Military Service. 


In the family atmosphere of his workshop, he took a course in lathe operation. 
He started out as an assistant and then moved up to the position of operator, 
helping to repair drilling equipment for mineral deposits. 


Larduet has been careful not to keep his knowledge to himself, having obtained 
it primarily through practice, so he shares his experiences with newcomers and 
teaches students in mechanical schools through the Youth Movement. 


Since 1980, he has been secretary general of the enterprise's Party Committee, 
and a member of the provincial committee in Santiago de Cuba. 


"ln 1974 I was named best worker in my collective, and my reward was being 
able to sit on the grandstand with Fidel on 1 May 1975, in the capital, which 
gave me great satisfaction." 


He also made his contribution to Cuba's primary industry: "In 1965, I 
participated on a permanent basis in the people's harvest in Manati, Holguin. 
Three years later, I was involved in what was called ‘Operation Mambi,' where 
large contingents of combatants from the Revolutionary Armed Forces (FAR) 
provided substantial support for the cutting and planting of cane on extensive 
tracts of the province of Camaguey." 


"IT am now studying to become a mid-level technician in Labor Law, and although 
some think it is not related to my work, I think it is, because I am becoming 
more skillful in defending the workers’ interests and providing solutions to 
their concerns." 


FAR a School 


Reynaldo confesses that life in the Revolutionary Armed Forces, which he 
joined in 1966 to fulfill his Active Military Service, brought out in him the 
daring and bravery that are natural to youths, and taught him to be organized. 


"The rigor of military discipline and the overall training for the defense of 
the Fatherland strengthened my character, and as proof of that, I was rewarded 
by being allowed to join the Union of Young Communists in 1967." 


"That i\pprenticeship proved very useful to me when I had the honor of serving 
my internationalist mission in Angola. There I learned firsthand of the 
consequences of colonial exploitation for a nation, and I felt a heightened 
sense of the solidarity that characterizes us." 


His success at this task is revealed by the Internationalist Combatant, 2nd 
Class Medal which he cherishes, and the 28 September Medal of the Committees 
for the Defense of the Revolution (CDR), which he was awarded for being a 
charter CDR member. 
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Reynaldo and His Family 


Childhood is the most beautiful time of life, but for Larduet it was full of 
vicissitudes, When he was just beginning to be captivated by reading, he had 
to leave school to work the land and help support his family. 


He was born and raised in Dos Palmas, in the municipality of Palma Soriano, 
along with nine brothers and sisters. He got his first toy at the age of 14 
in Santiago de Cuba, where his family went in 1958 in search of a better life. 


"The triumph of the Revolution came when I was shining shoes and selling 
fruit, peanuts and nougats. It was beyond belief that everything would 
change, that we were witnessing the dawning of a beautiful future!" 


"My father, who has since died, was a farsighted man. He always had faith in 
the future, and when 1 January came, he was able to realize what the 
Revolution meant for the humble masses. That is why I thought of him in 
particular on 6 February, when I learned of my election as alternate member of 
the Party Central Committee." 


Larduet has spent the last 16 years with Juana Boubayre Vinent, a primary 
school teacher. She has given him three children whom he adores: Reynaldito, 
10; Odlanier, 6; and little Maydori, 4. 


"My wife is very selfless, very loving; she has helped me a great deal with 
her understanding, and although I consider myself optimistic and happy, she 
contributes to my mental state and helps me face the difficulties that may 
arise between us as a couple." 


Time for Hobbies 


Despite his many activities, he finds time for recreation, and among his 
favorite pastimes is playing jai alai. In that sport, he has competed in the 
Workers' Games up to the municipal level. It is not for nothing that he is 
the brother of Modesto Larduet Despaigne, a receiver for the Indomitos. 


He also likes nature, and he often goes camping with his labor collective. He 
is also fond of reading and dancing. 


"Whenever I get a chance, I go toa party, because the environment of music 
and gaiety fascinates me. I can play the maracas, the guayo and the 
tumbadora, and I was an amateur member of the group ‘Los Metalurgicos. '" 


Reynaldo Goes Back to Congress 


Reynaldo is not just the simple lathe operator he claims to be; he is more: a 
Cuban whose life symbolizes the magnitude of the Revolution's work. 


Several months after the historic meeting of Cuban Communists, he stands as 
usual at his work station, but in his heart he has not forgotten the time he 
Spent at the Palace of Conventions. 
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"The welcome I received at the Santiago train station was tremendous. My 
family and my comrades were all there, but people I didn't even know were 
hugging me and kissing me, too. They just said, ‘You're Larduet? 
Congratulations!’ It was all very emotional." 


He is a happy man, and he has many reasons to be. The 3rd Party Congress was 
what the people hoped it would be, and he got something he had never dreamed 
of. 


8926 
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CUBA 


BRIEFS 


FISHING INDUSTRY PRODUCTION UP--In 1985 the Cuban fishing industry had the 
best results in its history in many aspects, the most noteworthy being the 
record total catch of fish and shellfish. The catch amounted to 221,000 tons, 
surpassing the record of 213,000 tons set in 1978, It is particularly 
important that the export plan was exceeded by far, yielding a growth rate 30 
percent higher than the 1984 figure. Two categories that registered 
significant increases in both the catch and sales abroad were lobster and 
shrimp. There is an excellent market for these species, and the international 
price is favorable. The fishing port of Havana also ended the 1981-1985 5- 
year period with great success. It completed its annual technical-economic 
plan almost 2 weeks ahead of time, for a value of more than 21 million pesos. 
It also reported savings of some 4 million pesos in foreign exchange, due to 
prompt shipments and ship repairs. The overall catch was 10.8 percent higher 
than the 1984 total. The increase in fishing on the continental shelf (in 
nearby seas), where high-quality species can be found, had a positive 
influence on the results obtained in 1985. The record catch of 74,000 tons 
set last year was broken, as was the record of 13,000 tons for lobster. In 
addition, the shrimp catch was impressive, more than 5,000 tons. The Cuban 
fishing industry has had considerable success in the rapid development of 
aquaculture; it is hoped that production will reach an annual level of 30,000 
tons by the end of the 5-year period. [Excerpts] [Havana CUBA INTERNACIONAL 
in Spanish May 86 p 13] 8926 


PLANTS SOLD FOR MEDICINAL USE--More than 50 types of medicinal plants are 
being sold in some agricultural-livestock parallel markets in the Havana 
capital, without the usual hawking but explaining their different uses to the 
public: aloes, the plant that thousand-year old cultures regarded as the 
symbol of immortality and which is used for many stomach ailments and for the 
liver, guisaso de caballo, purple basil, garanon, hierba de la vieja, rue, 
sweet marjoram, mint, incense, camphor, paraiso, a whole lengthy list that 
satisfies the most demanding practitioner of herbal medicine. There are very 
effective herbs for the kidneys, high blood pressure, and the throat. Many 
good relationships have been established in those sales centers: when a 
certain plant is not available, the consumers ask [the seller] to get it for 
them the next day or some other time. Many buy cana santa to aromatize brews; 
others to boil in water. Also sold are small tree trunks which, while not 
being herbs, have curative effects for some ailments. [Text] [Havana GRANMA 
in Spanish 24 Jun 86 p 3] 8711/12859 
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POWER OUTAGES IN WESTERN REGION--A shortfall in the generation and trans- 
mission of the national electric power system has occurred during the past 7/2 
hours with the consequent interruption of service in various zones in the 
provinces of Havana City, Pinar del Rio, and Matanzas. According to the 
Ministry of Basic Industry, the problems occurred in units of three plants in 
the western part of the island and on the 200 KV transmission line from Santa 
Clara to Havana City. The first problems arose in the Regla thermoelectric 
plant, where two of its units experienced operational difficulties caused by 
the lack of water necessary for their operation. At the Otto Parellada plant, 
also in the capital, a breakdown occurred in the output of a 64 MW block of 
generated power from the system. Last weekend, there was also a breakdown in 
one of the 50 MW units of the Maximo Gomez thermoelectric plant in Mariel, 
where two of the 100 MW units are undergoing maintenance. All of those dif- 
ficulties would have had limited consequences if they had not been compounded 
by an interruption in the stretch of the 220 KV transmission line running be- 
tween the municipality of Santo Domingo and Santa Clara. This last breakdown 
prevents the transfer of sufficient electric power from the eastern and 
central zones of the system to the west. At deadline time of this edition, 
that transfer was being effected only through the 110 KV line, which does not 
resolve the shortfall created between the supply of electricity to the con- 
sumers and their demand, both state and private as well as residential. Yes- 
terday afternoon, an electric industry specialized brigade flew by helicopter 
over the 220 KV line, especially from Colon to Santa Clara, to locate the 
point where the interruption of this basic electric transmission line occurred 
and to make immediate repairs; they detected the break at a tower near the 
Washington plant. Yesterday also, the two units of the Regla plant paralyzed 
because of the lack of water were restored to the electric power system and 
work is going on to reestablish service in the provinces affected. [Text] 
[Havana GRANMA in Spanish 8 Jul 86 p 1] 8711/12859 
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GRENADA 


FOREIGN AID SHORTFALL BRINGS CUT IN CAPITAL BUDGET 
FLO20053 Bridgetown CANA in English 1931 GMT 1 Sep 86 
[By George Worme] 


[Text] St Georges, 1 Sep (CANA)--The Grenada Government has decided to slash 
its capital budget by over 10 million dollars (one EC dollar : 37 cents U.S.) 
due to a shortfall in projected financing from external sources. 


A letter from Director-General of Government Finance Lauriston Wilson to 
permanent secretaries and heads of government departments advised of the cuts, 
which will affect the offices of the governor-general, prime minister, parlia- 
ment, the elections office, the courts, and the ministries of works, education, 
labour, and agriculture, 


Wilson, in the letter dated 9 July which was obtained by CANA today, said ef- 
forts by the government to obtain external assistance to fund some of its 
capital projects were not successful, 


He said government had budgeted for an inflow of 18 million dollars in budgetary 
aid from the United States for 1986, but had received only 10.8 million dollars. 


During a review of the economy for the first half of the year, Prime Minister 
and Minister of Finance Herbert Blaize said there was an unfinanced gap of 19.5 
million dollars in the budget. 


Wilson said the government had been forced into this corrective measure because 
ministries and departments were spending in excess of the provisions of the 
1986 budget. 


As a result of the decision, government has had to shelve payments of four 
million dollars it had set aside as compensation for Grenadians who suffered 
losses as a result of actions taken by past governments as far back as 18 years 
ago, 


Wilson said the government would cut the 2.4 million dollar budget allocated 
for the refurbishing of government buildings, the two million dollar road re- 
pair programme, and a 1,6 million dollar community sanitation programme. 











The letter also identified a 700,000 dollar school repair programme, a half 
million dollar dental care services programme, and a 400,000 dollar pre- 


fabricated housing projects among other projects that will be affected by 
the cuts, 


Wilson said a decision had been taken to defer loan payments of 13.4 million 
dollars in a move to close the unfinanced budgetary gap of 19.5 million 
dollars and enable government to meet its commitment within the resources 
available. The balance of 6.1 million dollars is to be met from reductions 
in recurrent expenditure, he said, 


The director-general circulated a list to the heads of departments and govern- 
ment ministries, identifying several posts which should be made redundant 
based on a report submitted to government by a group of British consultants. 
It named 229 permanent posts and 445 temporary jobs within the civil service, 
costing the government 4,3 million dollars in salaries, 


/9274 
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GRENADA 


POLITICAL ACTION: RESIGNATION, NEW PARTY, BRIZAN VOW 
| St Louds Exit From NNP 
St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 30 Aug 86 p 16 


{Text] Hon Phinsley St Louis, member of the House of Representatives for St 
George South, and Deputy speaker has resigned from the ruling New National 
Party. 


St Louis made this announcement during an address at a public meeting in his 
constituency last week Thursday and subsequently sent a letter of resignation 
to the General Secretary of the party, Hon Dr Keith Mitchell. 


During his address in the presence of several of his parliamentary colleagues, 
St Louis was expressing certain dissatisfactions with the party when a section 
of the crowd advised him to resign. He responded by saying he would and he 
further indicated that if they voted for the party and not him and wanted him 
to stand down he would be prepared to do so. 


In his letter to the General Secretary, St Louis said, “after careful examina- 
tion of the absolute lack of coordination, double standards and undemocratic 
practices that exist within the party, the "hotch potch" way in which Legisla- 
tion is formulated and passed in Parliament, the adverse effect which certain 
laws are having on the lives of the rank and file of the country, the unpro- 
fessional ways in which our country's foreign affaires are handled, the re- 
fusal to appoint an Attorney General--a requirement of the Grenada Constitu- 
tion and taking into account the deviation of the Party from the principles 
and objectives outlined in the Party's Constitution and Manifesto, I find the 
New National Party's position untenable." 


"The Party's manifesto is a bond between government and the people" the letter 
said, 


St Louis told Grenadian Voice he was interested in a democratic organization 
and NNP was not that. He had not made up his mind about any new moves but 
would be holding discussions with other opposition elements in the House. He 
said he did not think he would continue as Deputy Speaker. 
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Disagreement With St Louis 
St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 30 Aug 86 p 1 
{Front Page Editorial: "Wrong, Mr St Louis"] 


[Text] We disagree with Mr Phinsley St Louis for his resignation from the New 
National Party, It was bad enough for Mr Lalsingh, who was actually fired from 
a post and suspended from the party but, having regard to the basis for the 
coming together of the three groups which formed the New National Party, there 
should be a more serious effort on the part of all concerned to make it work. 
Running away solves nothing. Its only effect is to remove the runner from 

the battlefield and destroy any chances of securing change. 





Having said that, let us allow that Mr St Louis has had many just causes for 
complaint such as he has given in his letter of resignation. However, given 
the political history of the country a new proliferation of political factions 
can only result in a resurgence of elements which the country united to reject 
in December 1984, 


In doing so they put their hopes, their aspirations, their destiny and their 
faith in the hands of those men who came forward to pluck the ripened plum, 
It would be nothing but a betrayal of that faith and a trampling of the hopes 
and aspirations for the people concerned to permit--far more to perpetrate— 
the disintegration of the basis for that faith. 


The question is: will the new developments bring about any charge in the style 
of Mr Blaize which has largely contributed to the situation? or will he simply 
blame the defectors and carry on "willy nilly" spawning others? 

Figures in New Party 
St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 30 Aug 86 p l 
[Text } 


A new political noon: said that "it The Democratic 


has become abso- 


party was scheduled 
to be Jeunched on 


Friday efternoon 
(August 29) at the 
Eo: s.eshoe Beach 
Hotel. 

A letter to 
nenbers of the 


press, signed by 
Terrance D. Grif- 
fith,. inviting them 
to a press ccnfer- 
cnce that § after- 


lutely necessary to 
provide Grenadians 
with a genuine 
political alterna- 
tive, which seeks 
to provide a common 
vehicle for all 
progressive and 
nationalistic for- 


ces in the country." 


The name of the 
new party will be 


UW 


7 





Labour Congress. - 

Among persons so 
far identified as 
being connected 
with itr are Kenny 
Lalsingh: who was 
fired as a junior 
Minister in the NNP 
government and sub- 
seacently resigned 
from the party. 
Stanley Charles» 
who has beer, having 





a battle with 
government over the 


closure of his Ra~ 


dio Station - Radio 
La Baye; and Win- 
ston Whyte,  for- 


Blaize's GNP, and 
Bishop's NJM for 
the 1976, General 
Elections, founder 


of PALM and four 
der of COLP, which 


merly of Gairy's fielded 5 candi- 
GULP, leader of the dates inthe 1984 
UPP which formed an Elections, and to- 


Alliance with talled 107 votes. 


Alexis Ties to Brizan 
St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in English 30 Aug 86 p l 


[Text] Dr Francis Alexis, Deputy Political Leader of the New National Party 
(NNP), told a public meeting in St Paul's on Thursday night "Brizan and I 
will rule", 


Alexis spoke of efforts in the past to divide them and rule but said that they 
will retrieve the situation. The Minister of Labour repeated several times that 
he and Minister of Agriculture, George Grizan are standing firm and will not 
allow anyone to divide them again. "We announce this to the country" he said, 
"so take warning", 


Earlier in the meeting——billed as one for the party to report to the people-- 
acting Prime Minister Ben Jones and Minister of Education, George McGuire, were 
booed and heckled by the crowd when they sought to enter into exchanges with 
youths who took issue with then. 


McGuire had been talking about the graduates from Cuban Educational institu- 
tions who had returned home lauding the Cuban society and talking about riding 
free McGuire said that this sort of thing was pzid for by the sizeable grants 
from the Soviet Union, he was called a liar, This started the exchanges which 
continued when Jones began his address, which ended quickly, but not before he, 
like McGuire, issued virtual threats to their taunters. Jones told them "don't 
push your luck too far" because it was quite possible to stop the way they were 
behaving, McGuire pointed out that in a PRG government all of them would have 
been put on the hill, 


There was better behaviour when it came the turns of Brizan and Alexis to 
address the gathering. They took it in their stride and ignored comments made 
by their listeners, 


Jones Reaction to Heckling 


Kingston THE DAILY GLEANER in English 1 Sep 86 p 15 


_ ST. GEORGE'S, Aug. 30, CANA 
Acung Grenada Pnme Minister, 
Ben Jones, was heckled at a pubhc 


{Text ] 











“meeting held by the ruling New : 


National Parry (NNP) in a suburban 
constituency Thursday night. 

Police had to form a cordon 
around the Foreign Minister after a 
large section of the crowd moved 
towards him, angrily shouting hostile 
slogans. : 

The incident took place amid 
growing protest from several sections 


of the commynity at the policies 


i being pursued by the centrist NNP 


Government. 
~ Jones, in the face of the hostile 
reception, threatened strong action, 
prompting some spectators to re- 
spond with shouts of ‘RMC’ which 
stands for leftwing Revolutionary 
Military Council, the group of sol- 
diers that seized power in a bloody. 
coup here in 1983.. . 

“If you don’t watch out, we might 


take from you the privilege of stand- 
ing there and making that noise. 
Don’t take our patience for weak- 
ness,” Jones said. 

“If you all think that all you going 
to bnng any subversion in this coun- 
try again, joke -all you making. All 
you have to learn to respect the 
rights of others.” 

Jones said the Government would 
do “whatever is necessary” to ensure 
that Grenada does not retum under 
leftist control. 





Blaize on NNP Defections 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 7 Sep 86 p 12 


[Text } 


ST. GEORGE'S, Grenada #:: Prime Minister 
Herbert Blaize told Grenadians Friday night 
that the ruling New National Party (NNP) gov- 
ernment was not worried with the recent up- 
surge of political activity on.the island, includ- 
ing the def. tion of two of its parliamentarians. 

“We would make it,” he told the nation in his 
first radio broadcast since returning from visits 
to Canada and the United States. | 

Political analysts say they detect signs that 
the NNP, which was voted into office 20 months 
ago, was losing popularity. 

Blaize said that the NNP, which is made up of 
three parties, was still better off than the op- 
position and would not be bothered even by a 


few more defections, 1s was being predicted. 
“The few who go gare the few who need to go. 


‘We would settle down after all these fringes 


have left because we have a job to do and we are 
going to it solidly,” he said. 


. “There is more confusion in the opposition 
side than on our side. Let them go ahead with 
their old mass. We would continue to settle 
down and to serve the people with confidence,” 
he added. 


Parliamentarians Phinsley St. Louis and 
Kenny Lalsingh have in recent months quit the 
NNP, which was voted into office with a 14-1 
majoirty in the lower house.(CANA) 


Alexis Threat To Quit 


Bridgetown SUNDAY SUN in English 7 Sep 86 p 12 


[Text ] 


ST. GEORGE'S, Grenada — 
Minister of Labour and Local 
Government, Dr. Francis 
Alexis, has threatened to res- 
ign if municipal elections are 
not held. 

Alexis told a public meeting 
of the New National Party 
(NNP) in his St George's 
South-East constituency that 
he would not allow anybody in- 
side or outside the government 
to play “political football” with 
local government elections. 

Elements within the NNP, 
including general secretary 
and Minister of Public Utili- 
ties, Dr. Keith Mitchell, are not 


in favour of further delaying 
the elections because of the ap- 
parent growing unpopularity 
of the government, political 
sources said. 

The restoration of local gov- 
ernment after almost two de- 
cades was a campaign pledye of 
the NNP. Elections to fill the 
various bodies were due to be 
held this month but Alexis said 
one more piece of legislation 
was still to be completed. 

“As the minister responsible 
for local government, it Is 
either we have the local gov- 
ernment election or I quit. | 
would resign because my word 
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has honour and | am commit- 
ted to having local government 
elections,” he added. 

“If we are not performing we 
should go out. It is as simple as 
that. No more compromise. | 
done with that. We have the 
elections or | gone. No more 
nonsense in this country,” he 
added. 

Alexis’s fiery address 1s a 
further indication of friction 
within the NNP government 
headed by ailing Prime Minis- 
ter, Herbert Biaize. 

Alexis also launched a sca- 
thing attack on those within 


the ranks of the NNP trying to 














succeeed Blaize on the basis of 


a “compromise” agreement. 


Without calling names, ' 


Alexis told the gathering that 


someone within the party was. 


going around the country 
promoting himself as the com- 
promise for the job. 

He said the person was doing 


so on the grounds that Alexis - 
and Minister of Agriculture, 


George Brizan, who are re- 
garded as leading candidates 
for the prime ministership, 


that it is losing papular cup 
port. 


“We are not going to go out 
into the field and do the hard 
work and then let anybody slip 
in to say that them is com- 
promise. What compromise 
you talking about. We don’t 


want any compromise here. We: 


Alexis Retraction 


want a principle that he who: 
merits the job must get the 
job,” Alexis told the gathering. 

Alexis said that within re- 
cent weeks there have been in- 
— attempts in the coun- 

y some people to and 

divide him and ama 

Brizan, who also addressed 
the meeting, pledged his com- 
mitment to work alongside 
Alexis in the interest of the 
working class of Grenada. 
(CANA) 


Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 17 Sep 86 p 5 


[Text] 


ST.GEORGE'S, Sept. 15, Cana, Reuter— 
GRENADA‘S Labour and Local Govern- 
ment Minister, Dr Francis Alexis, has with- 
drawn a threat he made, two weeks ago, to 
resign from the New National Party (NNP) 
Government. : 

Amid criticism of the Government, the one- 
time university law lecturer had threatened to 
leave, if plans to revive Local Government were 
not implemented, as promised. But speaking at a 
public meeting on Sunday night, Dr Alexis said: 

“Going around the country for the last ten days or so, I 
have been giver toe believe that you, the people, have 
analysed the situation, and you have concluded that you 
are satisfied that the Ministry of Local Government is 
oe its best to bring about Local Government expedi- 
hlously. 


Growing Opposition 
“My position is...'I ain't going nowhere’ 


“The idea, originally, was for Local Government 
elections to be held this month“ 


/9274 
CSO: 3298/004 


78 


In his address, Dr Alexis also dealt with problems 
inside the Government connected with the choice of a 
successor io ailing Prime Minister Herbert Blaize. 

Dr Alexis, deputy Political Leader of the 
NNP,dropped hints that there was possible growing 
opposition within the Government to Mr Blaize who, 
party insiders say, favours Foreign Minister Ben 


_Jones, a long-time colleague, as his successor. 


Both Mr. Blaize and Jones, members of the former 
Grenada National Party (GNP) which merged with 
two other parties to form the NNP in 1984, were not at 
the meeting. 


Serious Stage In History 


Dr Alexis said Grenada was at a “very serious ’ stage 
in its history, and some serious thinking would have to 
be done. 

"I want it to be understood by every single person in 
Grenada that no one person is going to mess up this 
country. No one man is going to just throw this country 
down the drain,” he said. 

’’The country is mightier than any single individual. 
The national interest takes priority over any personal 


ity.”’ 
Mr Blaize has been undergoing treatment in the 
United States for a prostate gland disorder 











GRENADA 


UNIONS ACCUSE GOVERNMENT OF PLANNING LAYOFFS 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 17 Sep 86 p 5 


[Text] 
ST GEORGE’S, Sept. 16, Cana — THREE UNIONS 
negotiating pay increases for Grenada’s 3,000 public 
workers have accused the Government of looking for 
an nity to trim the workforce. 
le union's analysis of Government's strategy is 
that it is hoping for the unions to take industrial 
action, which, if unsuccessful, would give it an oppor- , 
tunity to retrench some of the workers it wants to 
get rid of, according to the three. 

“This strategy will not work, as the next time we 
take action, it will be firm and decisive action,” the 
unions added. 

The unions are the Public Workers’ Union (PWU) 
Grenada Union of Teachers (GUT), and Technical and 
Allied Workers’ Union (TAWU). 

_ Their charges came against the backdrop of a: 
report British consultants recently submitted to 
the Grenada Government, describing the Public 
Service as to bloated, and recommending cuts. 

Earlier in the year, the unions ordered their 
employees to go on a one-day sickout to press their 
demands for a 30 per cent increase in salary. 

Government reacted by deducting a day’s pay 
from the packets of those civil servants who went on 
sickout. The unions have filed a writ in the Grenada 
High Court to get back the money. 

The unions also accused the Government of con- 
tinuing to maintain a stubborn, dictatonal, non- . 
negotiating position, with respect to the pay !n- 
crease issue. 


/9274 
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GRENADA 


BRIEFS 


RADIO CHANGES—-Radio Grenada is going through a transition this week-end, with 
expected changes in its programme and management. Sources at the station say 
Rawle Howard, who was only appointed to the post of manager four months ago, 
is "fed up" and will be leaving this week-end, Up to press time it was not 
clear who was to replace him, but five names have been called as possible 
candidates. One of those names is Lew Smith, a Grenadian-born boradcaster 
now working with Radio Antilles in Montserrat. However, Smith denied, in a 
telephone conversat-on last week, the rumour that he will be taking up the 
post. Whenever a new manager is appointed, it will be the station's fourth 

in three years, Also among those being rumoured to be in with a chance are 
Allan Palmer, and Jerry Romain, a one-time manager under the Eric Gairy gov- 
ernment, Meantime, Radio Grenada will be going commercial as from Monday, 
Since 1983 the Government-owned station reverted to its traditional policy and 
was fully subsidised by the state, While all this is going on, reports from 
inside the station say, staff morale is at "an all time low", as "management" 
is not able to "motivate staff."' [Text] [St Georges THE GRENADIAN VOICE in 
English 30 Aug 86 p 3] /9274 , 


CSO; 3298/004 
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MEXICO CITY METROPOLITAN AREA COST OF LIVING DATA 





MEXICO 


[Editorial Report ] Mexico City UNOMASUNO in Spanish of 22 Sep 86 on page 14 
includes in its weekly "Guide for Consumers" the following cost of living data 
for the Mexico City metropolitan area. Prices are expressed in pesos and the 
unit of measure is kilograms, unless otherwise specified. 


Price Behavior of Selected Food Items, September 1984-September 1986 





sep 84 Sep 85 Sep 86 

1. Cooking oil 172 280 590 

2. Sugar 56 65 114 

3. Rice 80 141 276 

4. Eggs 145 180 500 

5. Steak 440 900 1700 
6. Whole chickens 407 470 1100 
7. Pasteurized milk 57/liter 86/liter 210/liter 
8. Rolls 2 ea. 5 ea. 19 ea. 
9. Tortillas 21 32 80 

10. Beans 4S 124 312 
11. Red potatoes 77 56 262 
12. Carrots 45 97 120 
13. Bananas 50 8] 189 


Sausage products for sale at combination department-grocery stores surveyed 





Cheapest Price Found 


Highest Price Found 





Parma mortadella -- 
Zwan mortadella -- 
Fud chicken coldcuts -- 
Chicken coldcuts -- 
Iberomex headcheese -- 
Fud sausage -- 
Fud Vienna sausage -- 
Zwan Vienna sausage -- 
Iberomex Vienna sausage -- 
Fud mortadella -- 


SOMO KAUN PWN 
- . eo * - — 7 J * 


— 


Milk products and groceries for sale at combination 


department-grocery stores 





surveyed 





Cheapest Price Found 


Highest Price Found 








1. Chalco "panela'' cheese’ - 
2. La Mesa "panela"' cheese -- 
3. Kristal aged cheese -- 
4. La Mesa aged cheese -- 
5. La Mansion aged cheese -- 
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Meats for sale at combination department-grocery stores surveyed 
Cheapest price found Highest price found 
































1. Whole chickens 699 999 
2. High-grade pork stew 
meat 1150 1685 
3. Ground pork 1150 1685 
4, Cracklings -- -- 
5. Ground beef 1100 1529 
6. High-quality chicken 
parts 1365 2035 
Foods on sale: at the Federal District at self-service 
Central Food Supply center stores surveyed 
Week: 9 Sep Week: 17 Sep Week: 10 Sep Week: 17 Sep 
(retail price) (average retail price) 
1. Bananas 130 130 173 189 
2. Oranges 100-117 100 260 234 
3. Starking apples -- o- 521 501 
4. Hass avocados 350-360 320-350 361 339 
5. Tomatoes 80-120 100-150 167 215 
6. Green tomatoes 120-150 100 232 279 
7. Red potatoes 130-150 170-180 253 262 
8. Carrots 60-70 80-100 121 120 
9. Italian squash 250 200-250 357 333 
10. Peas 250 300-350 402 466 
11. Green beans 250 150 412 465 
12. Serrano chiles 500 400 822 806 
13. Poblano chiles 150-160 150 205 276 
14. Romaine lettuce 250 ea. 300 ea. 191 ea. 211 ea. 
15. Lettuce 250 ea. 350 ea. 195 ea. 216 ea. 
16. Spinefree nopal 
cactus leaves 100/7 pcs. -- 162/7 pes. 170/7 pcs. 
17. Lemons 130-170 130-170 157 172 
18. Medium-sized 
onions 100-130 100-160 211 210 
19. Garlic 880-1000 880 1128 1117 
20. Beans -- -- 280 312 
21. Rice -- -- 276 276 
22. Whole chickens’ -- -- 985 942 
23. High-quality 
chicken parts -- -- 1476 1530 
24. Pork loin -- -- -- -- 
25. Steak -- -- 1458 1480 
26. Pork chops -- -- 1191 1200 
27. Ground pork -- -- 1475 1356 
28. Beef stew meat -- -- 666 667 


UNOMASUNO also reports that despite the "administered" beef prices of 1560 
pesos/kg for steak and 810 pesos/kg for stew meat, these cuts are being sold in 
butcher shops for 1700 and 900 pesos, respectively. 


CSO: 3248/4 
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ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


OPPOSITION SVLP SLAMS MITCHELL'S ‘UPRISING' REMARKS 
FL121858 Bridgetown CANA in English 1730 GMT 12 Sep 8% 


[Text] Kingstown, 12 Sep (CANA)--Recent remarks made by Vicentian Prime 
Minister James Mitchell about an armed uprising in his Grenadines constituency 
seven years ago have drawn sharp reaction from the opposition St Vincent Labour 
Party (SVLP) here, 


Two weeks ago, while addressing the annual convention of the ruling Democratic 
Labour Party (DLP) of Barbados, Mitchell referred to the 1979 Union Island 
uprising as nothing that he could not have resolved in a swimsuit. 


The statement has angered the SVLP, which had just won a second consecutive 
term in office here at the time. 


Acting political leader of the party, Vincent Beache, who is also leader of 
the opposition in Parliament, told a news conference here the Union Island 
uprising was a fact, 


Beache said that a police station was bombed and policemen injured during the 
uprising. 


What should the government of the day have done? Beache wondered. Should 
they have folded their hands and allowed the insurgents to carry on with what 
they wanted to do? 


In his address, Prime Minister Mitchell was very critical of the decision of 
the then Barbados Prime Minister Tom Adams to send Barbadian troops to St 
Vincent to help cestore order, 


Beache said he found it difficult to understand how Mitchell could make dis- 
paraging remarks about Adams when only last year he praised the late Barbadian 
leader at his death. 


1/9274 
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ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


TROPICAL STORM DANIELLE PLAYS HAVOC WITH BANANA INDUSTRY 
Port-of-Spain TRINIDAD GUARDIAN in English 15 Sep 86 p 5 


{Text } 


KINGSTOWN, Sept. 14, Cana — ter_ James Mitchell for its holdings to 


ST VINCENT and _= “The 
Grenadines is expected to lose 
$9 million in revenue from dam- 
age to the 1986 crop, last Mon- 
day, by tropical storm Daniel- 
le, the growers’ association 
chairman said. 

Chairman of St Vincent and 
The Grenadines Banana Growers’ 
Association, Hugh Stewart, said 
in a radio broadcast, that esti- 
mates of production for the re 
mainder of the year had been re- 
duced from 17,500 long tons to 7,000 


tons. 
Not Available 


The 1986 crop target was more 
than 40,000 tons, compared with last 
year’s output of 41,178 tons. 

Precise figures on the reduced 
target for the year following the 
storm's damage were not i:nmediate- 
ly available. Industry officials said be- 
tween 4S and 60 per cent of the remain- 
igg crop had been destroyed. 

tewart said banana farmers would 
lose between #4 million.and $S million, 
while the Association’s loss would 


1/9274 


CSO: 3298/006 





The crop damages 
to reduced earnings for agricultural 
and boxing plant workers. truckers, 
employees at the Geest reception sta- 
tion in Kingstown, and stevedores. 

Stewart said production was not 
e ed to be back to normal levels 

ore April-May, next year, provided 
there were no further setbacks and 
weather conditions were favourable 
for cultivation. 

The feeling was that tropical 
storm Danielle was only a temporary 
setback, and farmers were eager to 

et _ in the production of bananas, 
ea . 

Stewart said farmers would be 
compensated for their losses from the 
Banana Disaster Fund, which 
amounts to $2.7 million. 

He added that the fund could meet 
all claims from the current disaster, 
but supported a call by Prime Minis- 
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during the period of recovery to take | 
into account any drop in price on the 
United Kingdom market, normal dur- 
ing winter, as well as special financial 
support for farmers who suffered sub- 
stantial losses from the storm. 


The e recommends that 
financial institutions be asked to ex- 
tend credit to enable farmers to meet 


their mortgage commitments until 
the industry was back on its feet. 








ST VINCENT AND THE GRENADINES 


BRIEFS 


ATTORNEY GENERAL'S RESIGNATION--The Attorney General Hon Emery Robertson 
resigned from the Cabinet and as Senator in the House of Assembly this after- 
noon, The Deputy Governor-General has accepted his resignation. Mr Robertson 
is currently Chairman of the ruling New Democratic Party. It is not known 
whether he will resign from that position, or stand for election when the 

Party holds its Convention on 7th September. The ex-Attorney General un- 
successfully contested the West Kingstown Constituency in the General Elec- 
tions of 1972, 1974, and 1979. He was a founding member of the New Democratic 
Party and has held the post of Chairman since 1984, [Text] [Kingstown NEW 
TIMES in English 31 Jul 86 p 2] /9274 
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URUGUAY 


CIVIC UNION ON OPPOSITION-SPONSORED AMNESTY BILL 
PY242007 Montevideo Radio Carve in Spanish 0000 GMT 23 Sep 86 


[Text] [Blanco Party leader] Wilson Ferreira Aldunate today met with Broad 
Front President General Liber Seregni, Colorado Party Secretary General Dr 
Enrique Tarigo, and Civic Union national executive board president Humberto 
Ciganda. Upon leading the house of the president of the Blanco Party executive 
board, Ciganda made the following comment concerning the amnesty bill. 


[Begin recording] [Ciganda] I believe in it because I see that those points 
which our party regards as essential are being included. 


[Reporter] Mr Ciganda, how is this bill related to the task recentiy 
conducted by the jurists who made up the commission of the four parties. 


[Ciganda] I consider this to be a favorable point, a very constructive one, 
resulting from the work of the four jurists who tackled everything, ail 

the problems, and having gleaned information from our national laws, provided 
solutions which are intelligent and expeditious. The proof of this is that 
we have adopted these solutions and they will finally influence the bill. 


[Reporter] [Interrupting] Would the Colorado Party also agree to consider 
the participation of Dr Reyes in the tasks? 


{[Ciganda] Well, it is not for me to answer that question. That is something 
for the Colorado Party because [words indistinct] their exclusive decision. 

I just hope that they approve this initiative because it would assure the 
country that the constitutional laws have been respected and that the best 
effort has been employed to resolve these delicate problems. 


[Reporter] Is this bill generous? 


[Ciganda] Yes, indeed. This is essentially a just bill. Generosity nust 
always be in harmony with justice. 


[Reporter] What measures... [Questioner changes thought] Where do you see 
the generosity in this bill? 








[Ciganda] Well, the bill closes a long period of time in which very serious 
events have occurred. It will not be possible to investigate all of them. 
It will be necessary to investigate actual homicide cases, very serious 
injuries, rapes, and illegal adoptions. 


There are other crimes that will not be included in this bill because it is 
understood that not everything can be investigated, and that some cases do 
not lend themselves to fair assessment, and could even create artificial 
solutions. [end recording] 
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URUGUAY 


BRIEFS 


COMMUNIST LEADER ARRIVES IN CUBA--A high-level delegation headed by Julio 
Eduardo Basualdo, Communist Party of Uruguay Central Committee member, has 
arrived in Holguin as part of his trip to Cuba. The communist leader placed 
a floral wreath at the foot of Major General Calixto Garcia's tomb, nero of 
three independence wars of the last century. His visit in Cuba is the 
result of his need to receive medical assistance to recover from the con- 
sequences of tortures inflicted by the recently ousted Uruguayan military 


regime. [Text] [Havana Television Service in Spanish 1700 GMT 23 Sep 86 
FL] /9738 
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